
Tell us about your prayer requests: 

     Please contact me. 

Name ________________________________

Email _________________________________

Home Phone ___________________________

Cell Phone _____________________________

I am ready to take a first step regarding:

Adult Bible Study

Becoming a Church Member

Children’s Ministry

Youth Ministry

College Ministry

Young Adult Ministry

Senior Adult Ministry

Music Ministry

Mission Opportunities

Other ______________________________

Freedom. Friendship. Faith.  November 18, 2018

Opportunities for the Week

Sunday, November 18
Silent Reflection 9:00 a.m.
Kids Connect 9:35 a.m.
Bible Study for All Ages 9:45 a.m.
Worship* 11:00 a.m.
Discernment Team Meeting 12:15 p.m.
Haiti Planning Meeting 2:00 p.m.
Youth Handbells 2:00 p.m.
AYC Rehearsals 3:00 p.m.
Children/Youth Snack Social 4:10 p.m.
Youth: Koinonia 4:30 p.m.
Adult Handbells 4:30 p.m.

Monday, November 19
Finance Committee 6:00 p.m.
Pickup Basketball 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 20
Senior Adults: Jubilee 11:00 a.m.
Christian Crafters 1:30 p.m.
Fellowship Meal 4:45 p.m.
Agape Kids 6:00 p.m.
Youth Agape 6:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Study:  6:00 p.m.

Via Karis: Way of Grace
Adult Choir Rehearsal 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 22
Church Office Closed 

Friday, November 23
Church Office Closed

* Preschool Childcare Available

            For more information visit www.fbca.net.

Connect Now

Sanctuary Flowers
Flowers may be placed in honor or in memory of a loved 
one in the Sanctuary for worship. Please contact the 
church office at 252.4781 for more details.

FBCA Hearing Loop
Our Sanctuary has a hearing loop that 
broadcasts an audio signal of the music, 
preaching, and other prayers or readings 
directly to the hearing aid t-coil. This 
loop signal is effective in the pews on the 
ground floor of the Sanctuary. We hope this helps as our 
members and guests worship together. 

Adult Bible Study: Via Karis: Way of Grace
Led by Tommy Bratton, Casey Callahan, Mack 
Dennis, and Amy Stertz

Several of the ministers have been working on a guide 
for faith formation that would transform the way we do 
church together. This document includes not only simple 
explanations of the essentials of Christian faith, but also 
a corresponding Rule of Life that we all commit to as 
a church. We’re calling this guide the Via Karis, which 
means “Way of Grace,” and that’s what it promises to 
be…a way of God’s grace for our whole church.    

The Via Karis is designed to invite us into a richer experience of Christian faith, an approach to 
discipleship that draws us closer to God and one another.  It is not meant to be a “requirement,” 
but more like an invitation. 

What’s next?  You’re invited to learn more on Wednesday nights in November (note the 
change to Tuesday during the week of Thanksgiving). Join us as we embark on the way of 
grace together.

Wed. on Tues., November 20 - Table (Lord’s Supper) and Body - Dining Room
Wednesday, November 28 - Creation (blessing the world) - Chapel

Jubilee Luncheon • Tuesday, November 20 • 11:00 a.m. • Dining Room
All Senior Adults are invited to join us for fellowship, entertainment, and a delicious meal. The cost 
is $3 for the meal and first time guests eat free! This month’s program features church historian, 
Wayne Caldwell. Wayne will review the work of the History Team and share an overlay map of 
what was on this site before our building was built in 1927.  Don’t miss this exciting and informa-
tive hour of history. Contact Leah Brown at 252.4781 or lbrown@fbca.net for more information.

Solar 101 for Faith Communities: Creation Care Alliance (CCA) Gathering
Thursday, November 29 • 6:00-8:00 p.m. • Dining Room

Learn from experts, congregational leaders, the Director of NC Interfaith Power and Light, and 
community leaders as we explore ways for faith communities to unleash the power of the sun. 
We will be coming together to share compassion and ideas and learn about creation care work. 
We will share about CCA and community events and work. If you are interested in learning more 
about creation care in Western North Carolina, this meeting is for you! A light meal will be pro-
vided. RSVP by contacting the church office.



Making a Connection
November 18, 2018

1st-time guest

2nd-time guest

3rd-time guest

Regular attender

Member

Name __________________________________                   

Change in contact information

Email (please print) _______________________

________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

City ____________________________________ 

State ___________________   Zip ____________

Contact Phone ___________________________

Age (please check)

Preschool

Grade

<18

18-29

30s

40s

50s

60s

70s

80+
Tear off this card and place in the offering plate when it is

passed or hand to the minister at the close of worship.

Our Desired Future Statements

During the spring of 2018, almost 300 
FBCA members and friends told stories 
of their most meaningful encounters 
with faith in our church as well as their 
dreams for the future. The Center for 
Congregations helped us discover 
God’s dream for us expressed in 
these conversations. The results are 
the five Desired Future Statements 
below. Ministry Councils and others 
are launching efforts as we speak to 
help us realize these aspirations. Pray 
for our church as we follow the Spirit’s 
leading.

First Baptist will be a place where the 
parable path of Jesus is a way of life.

First Baptist will be a church that 
welcomes and includes all in a way 
consistent with God’s love and wisdom.

First Baptist will wrap its arms around 
the city of Asheville.

Worship and music will remain essential 
and move beyond the doors of the 
church.

First Baptist will be a church of spiritual 
transformation grounded in Scriptural 
imagination, communal discernment, 
and lived faith.

Discernment Team Update
A Discernment Team was formed this fall and given these three charges:

1) To help the congregation discern with love our desired future “to welcome and include all 
in a way consistent with God’s love and wisdom,” and specifically, how God is calling us to 
welcome and include LGBTQ persons.

2) To plan, implement, and process a series of churchwide discernment sessions that a) invite 
a culture of learning with LGBTQ people, and b) foster and enable consensus about welcome 
and inclusion.

3) To craft a consensus statement for the church, based on their conclusions about the 
discernment sessions, that seeks to express what “seems good to the Holy Spirit and to us” 
(Acts 15:28).

The Discernment Team had its initial meeting in October during which the team prayed for 
God’s guidance, listened to one another’s stories, shared hopes and fears, and discussed the 
process for churchwide discernment through listening, learning, and fostering consensus.

The team will gather again on Sunday, November 18, to spend time in prayer, study Scripture, 
relate conversations that have been shared, consider resources, and plan next steps. In 
December, the team will meet to structure listening and learning sessions that will happen 
during the Epiphany season (January - February).

The team asks that the congregation continue to pray for this work of discernment, share their 
own stories, participate in the upcoming learning sessions, and trust that the Spirit will guide us 
along this biblical process. For continued updates, visit www.fbca.net/welcome-and-inclusion. 
If you have any questions about the process or would like a Discernment Team member to talk 
with your Bible study community, contact Jan Busey, jhbusey@gmail.com, or Tommy Bratton, 
tbratton@fbca.net.

Asheville Nativity Exhibit
We are excited to be hosting the fourth annual Asheville Nativity Exhibit - Christmas Creches 
from Around the World, running December 12-19 in the Chapel

Thank you for loaning your Nativity set(s) in previous years, or being interested in loaning 
your Nativity set(s). This year, we are looking for Nativity sets from the US, and around the 
world. Nativity sets large or small are welcome. The only criteria is that they are reverent - no 
commercial characters like Charlie Brown, Star Wars, etc. We know Nativity sets are precious 
to their owners, and all care will be taken to treat them as you yourself would.  

If you have a Nativity set(s) you would be willing to loan this year, please contact Tommy 
Bratton at 828.252.4781, or tbratton@fbca.net.

One of our goals in caring for our community 
is to support and affirm the work of 12-Step 
groups nurturing persons to new life past 
addiction. Each week, 300 or so friends 
gather at FBCA in ten 12-Step groups. Be in 
prayer for those who lead and attend these 
gatherings of hope.


