Litany of Consensus

“To all who mourn and need comfort — to all who
are weary and need rest — to all who are friendless
and wish friendship — to all who are homeless and
wish sheltering love — to all who pray and to all who
do not, and ought — to all who sin and need a savior,
and to whosoever will — this church opens wide the
door and makes free a place, and in the name of Je-
sus, the Lord, says welcome” (reaffirmed, First Baptist
Church of Asheville bulletin, 1938).

As new creations in Jesus Christ, and as priests to
one another, we joyfully proclaim the sacred worth
of all people, and we welcome all as beloved children
of God, whatever their age, race, physical or men-
tal ability, gender, level of education, marital status,
economic circumstance, sexual orientation, and reli~
gious background, to participate in all aspects of the

life and ministry of our congregation.

Those who profess faith in the God of Jesus Christ,
who are members of our congregation, and who are
called by the Spirit to use their unique gifts for the
building up of the body of Christ, may share in the
graces of church membership over a lifetime, in~
cluding baptism, the Lord’s Supper, marriage, par-
ent~child dedication, deacon ordination, ordination

to Gospel ministry, teaching, and pastoral care.
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