Time for Church
When I was a young teenager, I
played the game every Sunday
morning. My father would come
downstairs to rouse my brothers
and I for breakfast, and we’d always pretend not to hear his gentle
knocks and declarations, Time to
wake up. That first prompting usually came around 8:30 a.m., but,
for the sake of conversation, we can call that “Round one.”
We’d hit the snooze button and sink back into our beds.
“Round two” would come about 20 minutes later, characterized by harder knocking, and a curt, “Get up, guys!” We
didn’t often get there, but you can imagine what “Round
three” was like.
Since we loved watching Saturday Night Live, our typical
bedtime on a Saturday evening could run well past midnight. So, in our defense, we had reason to be groggy and
slow to rise. But there was another reason I was particularly loathe to get out of my warm bed on Sunday mornings: church was getting boring. At 13 and 14 years old, the
elementary Bible curriculum of my childhood had ceased
to capture my imagination. The concerns, fascinations, and
struggles of adolescence left little room in my mind and
heart for any other challenges. Church was just another
thing I had to do. Middle and early high school was already
hard enough to navigate. Now, frankly, church had become
an extra obligation, and just another complicated place full
of awkward moments and demanding social encounters.
I can’t say with precision when the change happened, but
one Sunday I discovered, to my own surprise, that I had
not only gotten out of bed at “Round one,” but had done so
without thinking of hitting the snooze button. The youth
minister was making Bible Study even more interesting and
challenging than many of my advanced high school classes.
My peers and I were learning to see Scripture and discipleship in new ways. It was as if an entirely new world had
been opened to us. My brothers and I went from watching
the clock on Sunday mornings to getting lost in time, and
wondering how the morning had gone by so fast.
The Scriptures speak of two kinds, or dimensions, of time:
chronos and kairos. Chronos time is, well, chronological. It is
sequential, measured time. We are thinking in chronos time
when we’re racing the clock, or wishing the clock would
speed up. We know chronos time by the phrases we use to
describe it, like, “Are we gonna make the flight?” or, “It feels
like this is taking forever,” or, “Boy, is he long-winded!” The
chronos dimension of time is an inevitable and even necessary part of life.

Then there’s something Scripture calls kairos time. Kairos
time has to do with something happening at the right time,
or even our getting “lost” in time. Kairos names any opportune time, appointed time, or fulfillment of time. We describe kairos moments by saying things like, “I lost track of
time,” or, “We were having so much fun, I forgot to look at
the clock!” or, “In that moment, it was like the worries of
the world faded away, and it was just the two of us…” The
kairos dimension of time is characterized by abundance, fulfillment, and joy. Of this kind of time, Jesus said, “I am come
that they might have life, and more abundantly” (Jn. 10:10).
It seems to me that no community combines these two dimensions of time quite like church. Yes, in a church like
ours, we have schedules to keep, gatherings to attend, hours
to give, and, sometimes, not a second to waste. We might
feel the stress of being too late for a meeting, or the slight
pang of guilt for peeking at our watch, or the bead of sweat
rolling down our temple after wrangling the kids to their
classes. Modern life makes it hard ignore the clocks on our
wrists, in our cars, and on our phones.
But in this life of true community, surrounded as we are
by beautiful and sacred people and places, chronos time so
often gives way to that blessed kairos dimension. We might
say “church time” is that kind of time where chronos and
kairos constantly intertwine. We become “lost in wonder,
love, and praise” during a worship service. We’re rendered
speechless by a choral arrangement, or mesmerized by a vision during communion. We become engrossed by a Bible
study or a new insight about God. The stories of Scripture
enchant and inform our children (who live almost full-time
in kairos time). Or we find ourselves in a conversation with
a new friend until the hallways empty out, and we realize
we’re the last ones to leave. Every now and then, a youth (or
someone in their 20s or 30s…or 50s…or 80s) crosses a new
threshold of discovery, and a world that once looked so gray
and empty becomes promising and enchanting again. It’s
hard to describe it, but we know when it happens, because
an empty place in our hearts becomes full again.
Though we can schedule chronos time, we can’t schedule or
plan kairos time. But God can, and does. For, “[God] has
made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his
good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the
fullness of time” (Eph. 1:9-10).
God knows the desires of our hearts even before we can
name them. If you’re one of those who’s learned how to live
in “church time,” you’ve made a priceless discovery. But if
you’re one of those still in the habit of hitting the snooze
button, hear the good news, your time will come.
— Mack Dennis

Reading the FBCA Financial Tea Leaves
In the coming months, you’ll receive a monthly financial update on how generosity is unfolding at First Baptist Church of
Asheville. The staff, ministry councils, and support committees attend to each dollar that is given. The Finance Committee,
chaired by Bill Arledge, also reviews our generosity as well as how each area of ministry and support is spending dollars.
They want you to know the details, so watch for these reports in Connect Now, E-News, and in your giving statements.
Here are a few insights into reading the FBCA financials. We divide our average expenses by 12. So, even though we spend
dollars at different rates across the year, the financials reflect 1/12 of the entire budget. Dollars given come as people share
their tithes and offerings. As much as 16-20% is given during December, $325,000-$350,000. Therefore, our financials look
like they are in the deficit most of the time. This is routine. The faithfulness of our congregation makes the difference as
each year closes.
Take some time and review these April financials shared on June 9. If you have questions, please contact Wally Davids at
828.252.4781 or wdavids@fbca.net. You may also email Bill Arledge at arledgebill@gmail.com.

General Operating Fund Summary
January 1 - April 30, 2019
CONTRIBUTIONS:

BUDGET
Jan.-Apr.

ACTUAL
Jan. - Apr.

%

Pledged

489,247

495,859

101.35

Non-Pledged

100,000

73,060

73.06

Over-Pledged

5,128

1,100

21.45

Other

3,333

4,681

140.42

597,708

574,699

96.15

57,685

54,893

95.16

Program Ministries

142,535

123,374

86.56

Personnel

411,379

408,202

99.23

Maint. & Support

155,650

152,587

98.03

Total Expenses

767,249

739,056

96.33

-169,540

-164,357

Total Contributions

EXPENSES:
Missions

Net

Building and Renovation Fund
Total as of April 30, 2019
Long Term Libilites:
Renovation 2005

1,098,413

Sacred Garden 2017

828,464

Roof Project 2017

262,478

Total Long Term Libilities

2,189,355

The theme of agape kids in 2018-19 was Follow Me.
Three-year-olds through sixth graders learned and practiced ways
we are called to follow Jesus. This year our children participated in
various spiritual practices, mission projects, and worship experiences. On May 29, our children did a wonderful job sharing things
they learned and experienced this year. Each child received a trailmark honoring ways they’ve grown and contributed to the group
this year and each sixth grader received a book and a blessing as they prepare to join the student ministry next year.
The theme for 2019-20 will be: WORD
Each week we will spend time with a word that says something about our faith. Make plans to join us as we resume on
Wednesday, August 28!

Worship Care Volunteers Needed for the New Year!
Can you help us honor our commitment to welcome and nuture the children of
our church? We currently working on the Worship Care volunteer schedule for
the 2019-2020 church year. Help us by serving as a:
1 - Regular Worship Care Volunteer
You would be assigned to work, once a
quarter. That’s only four Sundays a year!
2 - Substitute Worship Care Volunteer
You would be contacted when one of
our regular worship care volunteers cannot be present.

Children will be promoted to
their new Bible Study classes on
Sunday, August 25. In August,
parents will receive a letter with
more information.

If you would like to join our worship care
team or would like to know more, please
email April Nance at anance@fbca.net.

summer camps!
July 29 -August 2

Preschool
Camp
July 30 - August 1

Converse College • July 16 - 19, 2019

Via Karis Worship Liturgy for When You Are Away
The Via Karis calls us to worship weekly with the body of Christ. While nothing can substitute for gathering with a local
church on Sunday, there may be times and events that prevent you from doing so. When you are not able to be present, we
have provided this Liturgy for Travel that you can do on your own or with your family that will allow you to join us in worship any time and from anywhere.
Call to Worship - Read the Psalm of the week.
Hymn of Praise - Choose a familiar hymn to sing.
Opening Prayer - Choose someone to offer a prayer welcoming God in your midst or have a time of silence for the confession of sin, concluded by saying the Lord’s Prayer.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Sharing Peace - Greet each other with the words “Peace of Christ be with you.”
If you are worshiping alone bless yourself with the words “may the peace of Christ be with me.”
Scripture - Read the scripture text of the week or choose a Bible passage to read.
Reflection - Reflect on the scripture using the practice Lectio Divina (“sacred reading”).
1. Read through the passage slowly.
2. As you read through the passage a second time, choose a word or phrase that stands out to you.
3. Read the passage again while considering what your word or phrase means, particularly to you and what is
happening in your life.
4. Read the passage a fourth time while thinking about what God is saying to you through this passage and how
you will respond.
5. Sit silently in the presence of God and see if there is anything else God is saying to you or that you need to
say to God.
6. Share any thoughts or questions with those with you or write them in a journal.
Prayers of the People - Share prayer concerns or needs and offer this or a similar prayer to God
For those who are sick, pour out your healing power…
For those who are lonely, lead them to friendship and true community…
For those who are afraid, instill in them your courage…
For those who are traveling, we pray you would keep their going out and coming in…
Offertory - Make an offering to God by sending your tithe to the church or choose a way you will serve the community
wherever you are
Doxology - Sing the Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Benediction
God be in your head and in your understanding
God be in your eyes and in your discerning
God be in your mouth and in your speaking
God be in your heart and in your thinking
God be at your end and in your departing
Now and forevermore. Amen

Watching Our Desired Future Unfold this Fall
For a year now, we have lived into our five desired future statements. These hopes came out of stories about 300 of us
shared around tables in the spring of 2018. The stories reflect the goals we long to achieve, people we want to engage, and
directions that are built around our strengths as a congregation. What about the result? Over this past year, we have opened
our doors to “welcome and include all in a way consistent with God’s love.” Members have invested their lives in the Via
Karis, Way of Grace, and begun worshipping weekly and sharing a common table blessing. Our youth have centered a retreat around attending to the beauty of creation. Our children have taught us how to pray the Psalms. We are beginning to
love in accordance with a new rule and rhythm of life. Our hands have been busy about missions, our hearts open to new
partners in serving others. Members and friends have gone out from our church to area prisons to find Jesus in places many
feel forsaken. But, we have taken just a few steps towards this desired future. There is more to do!
What next? The five statements are listed below with the assigned ministry council. For each statement, ministry councils
were challenged to name one project that speaks to their hopes for realizing that hope. We want everyone to know about
these directions as we head towards Fall 2019 and a new season in the life of First Baptist Church of Asheville.
Via Karis Team - First Baptist will be a place where the parable path of Jesus is a way of life.
• We will connect the words of the Via Karis to different seasons of the year. You will discover these connections in
worship, Bible Study, during Wednesday meals, and in print and social media.
Communications and Outreach Council - First Baptist will be a church that welcomes and includes all in a way consistent
with God’s love and wisdom.
• Across this new year, we’ll be re-introducing First Baptist Church of Asheville to our city and region. Members and
friends will share their own one-minute welcome to the fellowship we are becoming. Our print, social media, and
other venues will help others know us even better as we invite new relationships from across our community.
Missions and Hands-on Ministry Council - First Baptist will wrap its arms around the city of Asheville.
• Thousands of people head to work each day within a short walk of our church. We will find ways to listen and
get to know those laboring nearby. What are their needs? How can we walk alongside them in helpful ways? How
can they enrich our congregation? What is Jesus leading us to do with and for downtown workers?
Congregational Worship Council - Worship and music will remain essential and move beyond the doors of the church.
• We will continue to creatively offer weekly worship experiences which support the focus of Via Karis, particularly
as it relates to Body, Table, and Creation. Our worship life will move beyond our doors as we partner with other
church entities to offer worship through our prison ministry, recreational affinity groups, and AFTA.
Christian Formation/Fellowship Council (Adults) & Christian Formation/Fellowship Councils (Children & Students) - First Baptist will be a church of spiritual transformation grounded in Scriptural imagination, communal discernment, and lived faith.
• Scriptural imagination enables us to view the world in which we live through the stories and images of the Bible.
We will encourage the in-depth study of Scripture in community, and help our members develop the skills for
thinking theologically about the neighborhoods in which we live out our calling. In this upcoming year, we will
seek to create and deepen community through shared interest/affinity groups that help us live out our faith with
joy and purpose. Using the beauty and peace of our Sacred Garden, as well as locations around Asheville, we also
will encourage prayer and listening to sacred stories, reaching out to people who may not normally enter the
church building.
• Last year our congregation was introduced to the Via Karis and committed to its Rule of Life. As we shape our
lives around this way of grace, we will help church members deepen their relationship with God and our church
community by offering Via Karis Bible study resources for children, youth, and adults.
Watch for more information as each of these projects develop. If you see a focus that calls to your talents, contact David
Blackmon for more information and to be directed to the right council leader. You can contact David at dblackmon@fbca.
net or call David at 828.252.4781.

Jubilee Luncheons

Stephen Ministry Corner

Jubilee Luncheons are a time for all senior adults to join together for fellowship, programs that inspire, entertain, and
inform, and a delicious meal in our Dining Room. The cost
is $3 for the meal, and first-time guests eat free. We look
forward to seeing you on September 17. (There will be no
Jubilee on July 16 or August 20.)

Everyone faces periods of crisis, transition, or difficulty.
During these times, people can receive great support from
a confidential, caring relationship with someone who will
faithfully listen, pray, and care for them. If you feel that you
would benefit from talking with a Stephen Minister, please
contact Leah Brown at 252-4781 for more information.

A Look Back . . . .
Senior Adult Sunday • Sunday, May 5
Senior adults gathered on May 5, 2019 to enjoy a luncheon celebrating our 50 and 75 year members! We are grateful for
their commitment and dedication to God and our congregation. A special thank you to members of the Senior Adult Team
and Nancy McCrory for such a wonderful event!
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Minister on Call
A minister is on call 24/7 to support you in times of need. To contact the minister on call, dial 828.252.4781.
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