
Introduction of Ordinands and Deacons Returning to Service
Deacons at First Baptist Church of Asheville offer servant leadership throughout the 
congregation as we worship and work together to share God’s love. Deacons collaborate 
with the pastor, staff, committees, and ministry councils to envision and nurture mission 
and ministry in the community and world. Each year, 10 persons are recommended by 
the Leadership Selection Committee. These nominees are affirmed by the church. This 
affirmation was held this past July in a called business meeting. Today, our church affirms 
the Spirit’s calling of these four listed below as we ordain them through the laying on of 
hands. We also welcome Jeff Gorsuch, Dennis Hill, Deborah Kloos, Debbie Miller, and 
Theron Rumsey as they return to deacon service. An additional deacon will be affirmed 
in the coming months. Terms of service are for three years and begin on September 1 of 
each year.

Carlos Collazo
Born in Puerto Rico but raised in Brooklyn, I lived in a diverse but very Catholic neigh-
borhood. I didn’t know any other way to worship until a group of Baptists arrived and 
moved into a beautiful but neglected and dormant 150-year-old church. They opened 
their doors and invited us to participate in music, activities, and shared meals without 
ever trying to push their faith on us.

While spending time at Park Slope Baptist, I learned that you could have a relationship 
with God and not need an intermediary or a formal step to faith. I made my decision to 
accept Jesus even though it was not popular with my Catholic mom. I was baptized in the 
Atlantic at Coney Island and eventually mom joined me. She saw the impact it made in 
my life and decided to take the same leap of faith. 

First Baptist continues to shape my faith which began in that small church in Brooklyn. 
First Baptist continues to help me to live out my faith by offering opportunities to serve 
those in need. I’ve been able to return to Puerto Rico and help replace roofs damaged in 
storms. We’ve traveled to New Bern to help a small congregation restore their place of 
worship. It provided an opportunity to give back to our own community like preparing 
the grounds for Ira Jones School or mending another roof in West Asheville.

As deacon, I now get a chance to give back to this wonderful church that has given me so 
much.    

Patricia Glazener
Though a Christian from childhood, my spiritual journey has not been without its incon-
sistencies. Five years ago, that changed. The Disciple One class, led by Tommy Bratton, 
fed a desire for deeper commitment, which has grown in Sunday worship and in the 
Rehoboth Bible Study Class.

First Baptist altered my spiritual journey, helped me seek a deeper relationship with 
Christ and refreshes my faith. God is equipping our church in numerous ways. We have 
a great and approachable staff with diverse and mighty gifts. Our worship experience 
evokes a sincere desire to seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance along this faith journey of 
understanding and becoming a parable church. The inspired Via Karis, whose structure 
parallels our sanctuary’s architectural appointments, has rekindled excitement and helped 
us grasp a practical way, within and beyond our church walls, to share God’s grace.

I feel humbled by the responsibility of serving as a deacon and seek God’s will and guidance 
and the congregation’s prayers, as we all strive to serve Christ in our challenging times.



Mary O’Donnell Green

My Faith journey began at Naval Station Kodiak in 1960 where I was baptized Roman Catholic. 
The journey continued with my First Holy Communion in Hawaii and Confirmation later in my 
youth in Richmond, Virginia.

The journey took an amazing turn when I met Mark Green. We married and after a time I converted 
to the Baptist faith with support of my parents, family, and a most wonderful Pastor, Jarvis Brock of 
First Baptist Church Hazelwood.

Daniel came along in 1994.  A few years passed and a serious need for childcare connected us with 
Mary Alice Wilson who found a place for Daniel in the Child Development Center (CDC). What 
a welcoming, nurturing, loving home we found at 5 Oak Street.  The Green house found ourselves 
surrounded by a family of Brothers and Sisters standing on a loving, faithful rock shored up by 
Jesus Christ.  Our relationship with FBCA was galvanized. 

 It is my prayer that this church, in the coming years, will find folks that can realize the same Christ 
driven joy that my family has found in this beautiful church home. A home where each person is 
seen as a child of God. God, our Father, takes great delight in each of us.

Daniel Lewis
First Baptist has been my home from the beginning, a childhood spent growing and changing with 
the church.  I have wandered away time and again, a restless searching soul, but always, perhaps 
inevitably, find myself drawn back to this place. That there are others far better suited to be deacons 
I have no doubt, wonderful people strong in faith and overflowing with outgoing energy.  The 
decision to take on this responsibility was not one that I took lightly or, in all honesty, made with a 
comfortable amount of certainty. However, this church has given me far more than I can repay. It 
deserves my utmost and best, even if that pushes me further than I would normally want to go.


