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Paul minces no words in his first 
letter to Timothy when he says, 
“We brought nothing into the 
world, so that we can take nothing 
out of it” (1 Tim. 6:7). It’s a brac-
ing declaration, especially when 
we consider how often we credit 
ourselves for the things we have. 

Paul (and Scripture generally) has little regard for even the 
most unassuming expressions of pride and self-congratula-
tion. Whatever possessions we lay claim to in this life, no 
matter how much we’ve done to earn them, remain gifts of 
God’s grace. We brought nothing into the world. We can 
take nothing out of it. We are withering grass and fading 
flowers, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. Everything we have 
proceeds from God’s grace. All of it is gift. “Life is gift,” the 
great preacher, John Claypool, often said.
 
The surest sign that we know “life is gift” is that we give 
grace to others. What Paul calls “the life that really is life” 
not only proceeds from grace, it also generates grace. To 
grace others is to have recognized that true life—abundant 
life—is life that reflects God’s character. 

Grace names what we may call the most prominent aspect 
of God’s character. From Genesis to Revelation, the record 
of Scripture identifies a God who is “gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love” (Ps. 145:8). 
The first human breath is grace. Noah’s survival of the flood 
is grace. Moses’ calling is grace. Israel’s deliverance from 
Egypt is grace. Manna in the wilderness is grace. The giving 
of the Law, a land flowing with milk and honey, Israel’s rise 
to international prominence, and also the prophet’s wither-
ing critiques of Israel’s abuses of power—it’s all grace. The 
incarnation of God in Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resur-
rection—all grace. Human ingenuity neither dreamed nor 
accomplished any of the above. God provided all of these 
wonders. Our God is a God who loves to give us “far more 
than we could ever ask or imagine” (Eph. 3:20).

The evidence that we have set our hopes on “God who 
richly provides us everything for our enjoyment” is that we 
also “do good, are rich in good works, generous, and ready 
to share” (6:17-18). That’s what our giving provides—a 
share in the mysterious inner life of a graceful God. Giving, 
then, is not primarily about supporting a particular institu-
tion, even when that institution is a church. Israel and the 
Church have long understood that almsgiving is a sacred act 
that actually draws us closer to God. 

Gifts of Grace
1 Timothy 6:6-19

Giving is also evidence that a radical transformation has 
begun taking place in our hearts. Our generosity is a sign 
that God’s grace really has captured our imagination. It’s a 
concrete indication that we’re living into what the New Tes-
tament calls “eternal life.”

First Baptist Church of Asheville began as, and continues to 
be, a congregation created and sustained by gifts of grace. I 
believe that, even as challenging as the past year has been 
for all of us, we are being called in new ways to build on 
the grace-filled and grace-giving character of God and of 
our forebears at their best. Even more, we’re uniquely po-
sitioned to be an inspiring demonstration of what a bold, 
courageous, faithful church looks like in the twenty-first 
century—a church that reflects God’s grace, a congregation 
that errs on the side of grace, and a community where genu-
ine encounters with God’s grace are not the exception but 
the norm. 

Have you ever stopped to consider just how much of a dif-
ference your gifts of money, time, and passion make for 
thousands of people in Asheville and beyond? What better 
time than right now to wonder how much more of a differ-
ence you can make with your gifts of grace?

Have you ever considered the enormous potential First Bap-
tist has to inspire people who have “given up on church” 
to love the church again? What better time than right now 
to give in ways that ensure such grace awaits the broken-
hearted?

Are you ready to believe in, dream about, yearn for, and 
strengthen the foundations of just this kind of church? 
What better time than right now to pray, worship, show up, 
and give in ways that embody such a radical hope? 

I ask all of us to look upon the glory of God’s grace in our 
fellowship. And I ask all of us to imitate our gracious God 
by giving gifts worthy of the grace we’ve been given. Then 
we may know “the life that really is life,” and the watch-
ing world may know through us, that truly, “Life is gift.” 
Thanks be to God!

— Mack Dennis

The surest sign that we know “life is 
gift” is that we give grace to others.



Wednesday Evenings in August

Re-imagining Evangelism: Building Trust, Asking Questions, and
Inviting Friends on a Spiritual Journey
6:00 p.m. • Chapel • Wednesday, August 28
Led by Tommy Bratton

Sometimes talking about Jesus with your friends can feel like trying to close a deal on a sales call, pushing something on 
people they may not really want. But what if you thought of it more like inviting them on a spiritual journey? Imagine being 
free to be yourself and free for the Spirit to work in you. Imagine that it doesn’t depend on you alone but that you can be 
an important part of a witnessing community. Imagine telling people stories instead of trying to download content. Here is 
your invitation to re-imagine what evangelism could be for you.

Refuge: Young Adult Gathering
6:00 p.m. • Commons
Begins Wednesday, August 28
(2nd-4th Wednesdays each month)

Sometimes the pressures of family life, work responsibilities, and the 
“to do” lists in our heads overwhelm us. It is tempting to neglect our 
spiritual formation during these seasons of stress. Coming to church 
may feel like one more thing to add to a long list of items competing 
for our attention, or maybe when we do come, we feel guilty because 
we aren’t being productive. To spend time talking to others, praying, 
or just relaxing with friends can feel like wasted time.
 
In our hyper-functional society, we, as followers of Jesus, might offer a corrective to this insistence on always being produc-
tive. Even Jesus spent time away from teaching and healing to recharge in prayer and to spend time with friends. I believe 
that we too need to recharge, to pray, and to practice the spiritual discipline of hanging out. We need a place of refuge from 
all the demands of life, where we can gather together and learn the unforced rhythms of grace.

Jesus said, “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover 
your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the 
unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn 
to live freely and lightly.”

          — Matthew 11:28-30, The Message

Refuge is a gathering time for young adults to hang out, to stop watching the clock or mindlessly checking social media. 
It is a time to tell stories, to laugh, cry, or just to be silent. Hanging out might just restore our souls and free us to worship 
more fully, to care more deeply, and to deepen community.  We may even learn that by the spiritual practice of “hanging 
out,” we find joy.

On the 2nd-4th Wednesdays each month, we will begin in the Commons at 6:00 p.m. with an opening prayer and sharing 
the Psalm of the week.  From time to time, there will be optional breakouts around themes of current interest. Come hang 
out with us, invite friends, and share life together as we recover our lives in Christ.

Kick-off Event at a Glance

August 18 - Church Picnic (Eddie’s Reception)

August 21 - Leadership Training

August 24 - Rising Seventh Grade Retreat

August 25 - Promotion/Deacon Ordination/
Koinonia Kick-off

August 28 - Wednesday Evening Activities 
Begin



First Wednesday Vespers
Stories and Song
Wednesdays, September 4 & October 2 • 6:00 p.m. • Chapel

On the first Wednesday of the month, we will gather in the chapel to sing songs of our faith and to tell stories. There will be 
three adults from different generations telling a story around a common theme. Sharing stories in community with others 
leads us to deepen our understanding of not only others, but also of ourselves. If you are interested in telling your story, 
contact Tommy Bratton.

Chapel Bible Study

Good News! How the Gospel Is News and What Makes It Good
Wednesdays, September 11 – 25 • 6:00 p.m. • Chapel
Led by Tommy Bratton

Gospel means “good news.” But if the message has been around for 2,000 years, what makes it significant 
today? Biblical scholar N.T. Wright contends that Christians today have lost sight of what the “good news” 
of the gospel really is. For these three weeks, we will explore what “good news” really is, and how it applies 
in our lives today, revealing its power to transform us.

To Pray and To Love
Wednesdays, October 9-23 • 6:00 p.m. • Chapel
Led by Tommy Bratton

Prayer is an essential practice of the Christian life.  Some of us want to pray but do not know how, some pray 
but feel uncertain about it, and some pray faithfully but want to grow more deeply. In our rapidly changing 
culture, people have become less consistent in their church attendance or have moved away from a faith 
community, yet surveys reveal that even those unaffiliated with a religious community find value in prayer.  
In this study, we will explore the practice of prayer and offer ideas about attitudes, beliefs, and dispositions 
that get in the way of our prayer without us even noticing. We will also connect personal prayer, corporate 
prayer, and living out our faith in public.

Young Adult Bible Study
Resident Aliens: Being the Church in a Secular World
Wednesdays on September 11, 25, and October 9, 16 • 6:00 p.m. • SC207
Led by Mack Dennis

Join Mack for a Wednesday night book discussion on the landmark essay by theologians Stanley Hauerwas and William Wil-
limon, Resident Aliens: A provocative Christian assessment of culture and ministry for people who know that something is 
wrong. We will wrestle with the authors’ call “to a way of life at odds with an unchristian world.” We’ll also wonder together 
about their claim that the post-modern world presents the church with extraordinary opportunities for radical faith and the 
renewal of the church. Books are free to participants, but you must sign up by emailing Tommy Bratton (tbratton@fbca.net) 
or by calling the church office 828.252.4781.



October Small Groups

Managing Grief in Our Community of Faith 
Wednesdays October 2, 9, 16, and 23
6:00 p.m. • Sherman Center

Grief and loss are difficult subjects to talk about, yet in the past year, many of us have been faced with the pain caused by 
the death of a friend or family member. Leah Brown will facilitate this series on grief. Contact Leah Brown at 828.252.4781 
or lbrown@fbca.net to register.

Practicing Midrash:
Reading the Bible’s Arguments as an Invitation to Conversation

Small Group
Tuesday mornings, September 17 – October 22 (6 weeks)
9:30–11:00 a.m. • MB303
Book discussion will be led by Tommy Bratton

Mars Hill University
Tuesday, October 29 • 11:00 a.m.
Tim will speak at the Chapel at Mars Hill University

Center for Faith and Life Event
Tuesday, October 29 • 7:00 p.m.
Tim will speak in the Chapel at First Baptist Church of Asheville 

Fifth Wednesday in the Chapel
Wednesday, October 30 • 6:00 p.m.
Tim will speak in the Chapel at First Baptist Church of Asheville 

Have you ever been puzzled by contradictions in the Bible? Or wondered why 
there are four Gospels, three sets of Ten Commandments, or two creation sto-
ries at the beginning of Genesis?

Beginning with the first pages of Genesis, the Bible tells most of its stories 
through multiple versions, which contain both similarities and disagreements. The inherent arguments in Scripture did 
not seem to bother the Jewish faith. A practice called midrash developed in Judaism sometime before the days of Jesus. 
Rabbis and scholars sparred over opposing passages, developed theological arguments, and filled gaps in biblical stories 
with their own understandings.

This book uses the threefold prayer of St. John of the Cross to allow the divergent voices in Scripture to speak and practice 
midrash with each other, enabling the reader to join the conversation. The contradictions and arguments have a divine 
purpose. Not only did they prompt the Bible’s evolution over hundreds of years, but have enabled it to remain a living 
word for thousands of years. This pluralism in the Bible is good news for faithful living in a multi-cultural, pluralistic age.

F. Timothy Moore is the writer-in-residence and former pastor at Sardis Baptist Church, Charlotte, North Carolina. 



There are Places on this Earth Where I Feel Jesus’s Presence

For the past two years I've had the pleasure to volunteer in a number of different programs 
at the Swanannoa Correctional Center for Women. I've been a member of our church's min-
istry program that provides a worship service every other month. I've been able to transport 
women out of the prison on passes to attend church or special programs throughout the com-
munity. I recently took some women from the prison to work on a mission project they had 
been given the opportunity to volunteer for. The 10 women helped clean and rehab a trailer 
that was recently given to a Black Mountain resident that had lost her home in a fire. The 
trailer needed a lot of work and the inmates worked alongside skilled trades people to make 
the trailer clean and livable again. Floors were replaced, water lines and duct work had to 
be reinstalled, porches needed to be built and attached, weeds had to be pulled and the lawn 
mowed. The interior (windows, floors, and walls) had to be cleaned and furniture moved 
in.  We all worked hard and developed a really special bond throughout the week. One of 
the women told me that she wished she could do mission work throughout her sentence. She 
said that it made her feel wonderful to be able to do something for someone else. She plans to 
continue to do mission work when she returns home and loves the sense of accomplishment 
she felt when working as a part of a team. I, along with a few other members of First Baptist Church of Asheville, participate in 
a new program at the prison called Yokefellow. This is a ministry of listening to, sharing with, and caring for the women we have 
the opportunity to meet each week. Any inmate has the opportunity to drop in and talk to us about anything that is on their heart. 
We have been blessed to listen, care for, and pray with a number of women as they deal with amazingly difficult issues while si-
multaneously being incarcerated. There are places on this earth where I feel Jesus's presence and that feeling is so prevalent when 
I'm spending time with the women at Swanannoa. If you ever feel God pulling you in the direction of prison ministry, please don't 
hesitate to reach out for information.  There are numerous ways to volunteer. If you have a few hours a month or a few hours a 
week, your contribution would be greatly appreciated by the women we serve at Swanannoa Correctional Center for Women. 

— Cady Bell

(Re)Engage in a Bible Study Community
Sunday mornings • 9:45-10:45 a.m.

Why Bible study?
• As followers of Jesus, we need one another to help us grow in faith.
• In the context of life-giving community, we share and learn from each person’s unique experiences and understandings 

of God as we explore Scripture together.
• We develop authentic friendships in which people care for one another, rejoicing when one rejoices, and weeping 

when one weeps.
• Life-giving community is where the church begins to share its mission of hope, expressing the love and grace of God 

made known to us in Jesus.
• Bible study and worship are interconnected.

The fall season offers us all the opportunity to re-engage with Sunday morning Bible study, or maybe to become a part of 
a group for the first time. These ongoing communities focus on in-depth Bible study, theological reflection, exploring the 
connection between one’s faith and everyday life, reaching out to those not involved in a community of spiritual friendships, 
and learning to practice together the way of  Jesus.

Contact Tommy Bratton at tbratton@fbca.net, if you want to find out ways to connect to a Sunday morning Bible study 
community.



A Look Back . . .

Refugee Youth and Their Sponsors

Campers on the way to Passport Kids.

Discovery Campers

Rooftop Garden

Rooftop Garden

Discovery Camp



SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY
Echo the Story
Sundays:  9:45 a.m.
Youth are searching for meaningful studies 
of the Bible that are insightful, 
conversational, and relevant. Come deepen 
your knowledge and application of the Bible 
with a group of peers from your own grade, 
and don’t forget to bring your honest 
questions!

MB 419: 7th & 8th Graders
     Teacher: Leesa Brandon
MB 401: 9th Grade
     Teacher: Hannah Lim 
MB 420: 10th & 11th Graders
     Teachers: Bob & Cathy Gilkeson
MB 400: 12th Grade  
     Teachers: George Bashor & 
     David Bourne

“The stories we 
love best 

do live in us forever.” 
So says J.K. Rowling, author and creator of this 
century’s most captivating story, Harry Potter. People 
of all ages, teenagers included, certainly learn some 
of life’s most valuable lessons from stories and those 
who captivatingly tell them. While some of these only 
entertain us for a short while, others do live on 
deeply within us, and may even compel us to live into 
our own stories differently. So, which stories have 
captivated us the most of late? Which stories live 
on long after we’ve first heard them, even after the 
storyteller has gone?

This fall, our youth will be looking again at 
Scripture as the source for our Sacred Story as 
people of God. We’ll emphasize Jesus’ role as a 
master storyteller, seeking to not only keep an 
audience’s attention, but compel 
them towards real discipleship. 
And we’ll try to discern what it is 
that makes a story sacred: in the 
Bible, in pop culture, or in our own 
lives. Come and help us better 
understand the sacred story being 
shared among us all in this place!

Casey Callahan, Youth Minister

youthministry

youthministry



AWANITA YOUTH FALL RETREAT
Oct. 25-27 * Marietta, S.C.
Register Online Today: fbca.net
Enjoy the beauty of fall at Awanita Valley in 
Marietta, SC, complete with hummer rides, 
zip lines, and a mountaintop bonfire. This 
year’s theme centers on Sacred Stories!  
During the retreat 
the new Seventh 
grade class will 
also be welcomed 
into the youth 
group through 
an encouraging 
rite of passage.  

KOINONIA YOUTH GROUP
Sundays:  4:30-5:30 p.m.
Koinonia happens on Sunday 
at FBCA when we form small 
groups, share in activities, and 
wrestle with complex and critical 
issues of faith and spirituality. 

Come and 
add your own voice to our 
weekly discussions and 
fun!  

Special guests leaders 
this fall include Stephanie 
McLeskey and Josh 
Goforth.

AGAPE for YOUTH
Wednesdays: 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Jesus teaches that the greatest 
commandment is to love God with 
all of your mind, heart, soul, and 
strength, and that Christ-like understanding of 
LOVE guides our monthly structure: we use 
our minds through thoughtful discussions, our 
hearts through 
encounters & excur-
sions with people out-
side our own commu-
nity, our souls through 
creative activities, and 
our strength through 
service projects.

Youth Initiative: Asheville Worship Project
Selected Sundays:  10:40 a.m.-12:20 p.m. 
Eighteen months ago, a team of youth and adults began working on a new idea for youth ministry at 
FBCA. This Youth Initiative Team explored many fresh ideas in youth ministry, and now they have crafted 
a brand new initiative for our youth, one that will hopefully produce new fruit in the days and years to 
come. Beginning in September, our high schoolers will be spending one Sunday each month attending a 
sister Christian church in the area for Sunday morning worship. They will attend these churches in small 
groups, accompanied by two FBCA adults. After four months, these youth will have visited four different 
Christian churches, broadening their exposure to the Body of Christ and refining their understanding of 
diversity in worship. Along the way, they will be debriefing their experiences and exploring some of their 
curiosities and questions together with the entire youth group. Please pray for our youth on these 
traveling Sundays, that they will be recipients of hospitality, bearers of the peace of Christ, and 
participants in spirited worship. 
Youth Initiative Team: Laura Addis, Bailee Brandon, Leesa Brandon, David Bourne, Laura Bratton, Emily Eldridge, 
Sonia Eldridge, Bob Gilkeson, and Casey Callahan
Incorporated Church Traditions: Missionary Baptist, Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Non-denominational

youthministry

Selected Sundays: 
Sept. 29, Oct. 13, 
Nov. 10, Dec. 8



Volunteer Opportunity
Crossroads After School Ministry Program (CAP)
CAP is all about taking care of at-risk children who attend 
Claxton or Ira B. Jones Elementary School. On Wednesdays during the 
school year, the children are tutored on a one-to-one basis in reading 
and math. 

Supplemental programs include gym activities, snacks, music, faith 
development, and an evening meal.  They are also given transportation 
to and from the church. 

All programming expenses are 
provided in FBCA’s budget-free of 
charge to the families. Food and 
clothing are also provided to the families 
as needed. At the end of the 2018-19 
school year we learned of the need for 
food and a twin-sized bed frame and 
we were able to locate and deliver the 
needed items. Needs of this type are 
met throughout the year. 

Since the ministry began in October 2012, we have had 139 children 
attend this program.  

Do you want to be part of this ministry? Volunteers are needed. 
Contact Everette Clark (828.779.8079).   

missions

ONGOING
MISSION
OPPORTUNITIES
Crossroads After School
Wednesdays
2:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Starting mid-October 
Contact: Everette Clark
              828.779.8079

Lunch at the Crossroads
Thursdays 
7:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.
Help feed our neighbors a 
home cooked meal.
Contact: Everette Clark
               828.779.8079

Men’s Day Ministry 
Monday -Thursday
9:00 a.m.- Noon
Get involved with our Men’s 
Day Ministry.
Contact: Joe David Fore
               828.279.4024

Prison Ministry
FBCA Worship Team
Deborah Kloos
Kairos Prison Ministry
Mark Embler
Contact Church Office: 
   828.252.4781

Senior Manna Team
4th Thursday of every month 
Sept. 26 & Oct. 24
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  
Lunch (optional) @ 11:45 a.m. 
J&S Cafeteria River Ridge
Contact: Ed Graham
edgraham03@gmail.com

WELCOME TO

MISSIONS



Volunteer Opportunity
Room in the INN (RITI)
October 27-November 3, 2019
FBCA partners with 
RITI twice a year to 
provide shelter for 
up to twelve women. 
Each week through 
RITI, a different 
congregation opens 
its facilities to 
welcome the women 
as guests, as they work hard to move forward 
and into permanent housing. The simple goal is 
to keep women without homes from sleeping on 
the street. The greater goal is to build 

caring, supportive 
relationships with 
them, one week at 
a time. Volunteers 
are needed to make 
meals, provide 
transportation, and 
to stay overnight.

Sign-up in the atrium:

 Connection Desk
 Sunday: September 8, 15, & 22 
 9:00-9:30 a.m. (Before Bible Study)
 Noon-12:30 p.m. (After Worship)

To get involved contact Dorothy Porter 
(828.778.2010).  

FIRSTSHINE SUMMER CAMP

June 17-20, First Baptist Church of Asheville 
hosted eight campers with special needs, ages 
6-13, through FirstShine Summer Camp. This 
camp took place in the fourth floor youth area 
this year with 16 of our own youth volunteering 
their time as counselors. These young 
campers went horseback riding, bowling, rode 
on a train, made lots of music, and so much 
more. This camp is made possible every year 
by so many wonderful volunteers. We are so 
thankful for everyone who helped with 
feeding this active group and the many others 
who gave their time to be at camp all week. 
As the camp director, 
I had the amazing 
opportunity to interact 
with all of these sweet 
sweet campers and 
their hardworking and 
loving counselors. 
Seeing beaming smiles on the faces of all 
those involved with this camp was the most 
rewarding part for me. FirstShine is truly such 
an amazing part of our church, and camp this 
summer was another beautiful example of how 
the love of God brings us all together no matter 
the differences that exist.  
~ Emma Grace Kiser

The goal of the Missions and 
Ministry Council is to develop 

opportunities for our members to 
grow in their faith by helping others.

missions



Agapekids is a time for preschoolers and children to participate 
in missions, faith development, and worship. This year’s theme 
is WORD. We will have a word of the week that will help us 
learn about church, relationships, and our faith. Plan to be a 
part of a great year! Contact Amy Stertz for more information. 

Wednesdays from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
1st – 6th graders CB 221
Preschool and Kindergarten CB 303
Childcare is provided for children under age 3

Agape Kids will resume Wednesday, August, 28!

Children will be promoted to 
their new Bible Study classes on 
Sunday, August 25. 

Parents will receive a letter with 
more information about their 
child(ren)’s class. 

Welcome to Worship!
This fall we welcome a new group of first 
graders into our worship services. As we 
join their parents in teaching our children 
to worship, you can help us create an en-
vironment where children experience the 
mystery and love of God and build relation-
ships with their church community by:
 
• Learning the names of the children who 

sit near you in worship and greeting 
them each week

• Helping hold a hymnal or finding the 
page in a hymnal

• sharing a bulletin
• offering a smile of encouragement to 

their parents. 

Parents of children. Relax! God put the 
wiggle in children. They wouldn’t be chil-
dren if they sat perfectly still through the 
whole service. We understand and it’s okay. 
Here are a few things that may help you as 
you worship with your child(ren):

• visit the restroom before the service
• pick up items from the worship cart that 

your child may use during the service
• sit toward the front or in a place where 

it is easier to see and hear what is going 
on

• quietly explain the parts of the service 
before or as they are happening

• sing the hymns, pray the prayers, and 
voice the responses. Children learn to 
worship by copying you. 

• talk about the service on the way home

Children are an important part of this con-
gregation. Bringing children to worship 
may not always be easy, but it is an essen-
tial part of their growth in Christ and we all 
benefit by their presence. 

Worship Care Volunteers Needed!

Will you help us honor our commitment to welcome 
and nurture the children of our church? We need 
volunteers who will serve as a Regular Worship Care 
Volunteer who serves once a quarter or a Substitute 
Worship Care Volunteer who fills in when one of our 
regular worship care volunteers cannot be present. If 
you would like to join our worship care team or would 
like to know more, please email April Nance (anance@
fbca.net)



5th Anniversary Blitz! Kicko


High School & Middle School 
Chorales in concert with 
Asheville Symphony Chorus 



Photo caption: Can anyone identify the oxcart driver? This image from the Pack Memorial Library’s North Carolina Room 
shows a moment in time when Asheville had streetcars – note the tracks in the foreground – but oxcarts still plied the streets. In 
the background is First Baptist of Asheville, at the corner of College and Spruce streets, and the then-parsonage, formerly the 
home of Asheville Tourists owner J. Rush Oates. The impressively bearded oxcart driver is unidentified.

Making – and Saving – the Church’s Memories
Past, present, and future: First Baptist Church of Asheville is making a difference in the present and will continue that mission 
in the future. But what about our past? Does our history matter?

The History Committee believes that it matters, and that it is important to preserve the church’s memories through photographs, 
documents, oral histories, and important objects that are significant to those who love the church as well as to future historians. 
“FBC has long been an important institution in the city of Asheville as well as in the kingdom of God,” says Chairman Wayne 
Caldwell. “We want to plan so that our archive can be an important resource to anyone researching the church or the region.” 

The committee is working on a plan that will create an accessible church archive, where important and sometimes fragile items 
can be stored safely in a climate-controlled environment, offering both church members and researchers a better opportunity to 
understand the history and heritage of FBC Asheville, from its founding in 1829. The committee for the past several years has 
been conducting oral history interviews with longtime church members to gain insight and preserve their irreplaceable memo-
ries, creating a resource that would otherwise be lost to us.

Watch the video monitors around the church for historic church photographs and other images to learn more about the almost 
200-year history and heritage of First Baptist Church of Asheville.



Managing Grief in Our
Community of Faith 
Wednesdays October 2, 9, 16, and 23
6:00 p.m. • Sherman Center

Grief and loss are difficult subjects to talk about, yet in the 
past year, many of us have been faced with the pain caused 
by the death of a friend or family member. Leah Brown will 
facilitate this series on grief. Please contact Leah Brown 
lbrown@fbca.net at 828.252.4781 to register.

Jubilee/PrimeTime On The Road: Lunch at Pisgah View Ranch
Tuesday, September 17 • 11:00 a.m.

We are headed out to lunch at the historic and scenic Pisgah View Ranch. We 
will meet in Crocker Auditorium at 11:00 a.m. to say hello and review com-
ing events before hopping on the bus to make our way to lunch. This is a 
wonderful way for you to get to know others in the church and for us to get to 
know you! Lunch is $12 per person. You may pay on September 17, with cash 
or a check made out to FBCA. Space is limited to 24, so please reserve your 
spot by Monday, September 9 by contacting Leah Brown at lbrown@fbca.net or 
828.252.4781.

Jubilee Luncheon will resume on Tuesday, November 19. Please sign up for the 
PrimeTime/Senior Adult Retreat in October.

Stephen Ministry Corner 

Stephen Ministers are trained laypeople who are eager 
to provide one-to-one confidential care for people in our 
congregation who are experiencing difficulties in their 
lives (i.e. death of a loved one, a chronic or terminal ill-
ness, separation/divorce, unemployment, birth/adoption/
miscarriage/infertility, etc.) Please contact Leah Brown at 
828.252.4781 for more information about how this minis-
try might assist you.



First Baptist Church of Asheville
Freedom. Friendship. Faith.

5 Oak Street, Asheville, NC 28801 • 828.252.4781 • www.fbca.net
Child Development Center: 828.252.3234 • Fax: 828.254.2302
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Minister on Call
A minister is on call 24/7 to support you in times of need. To contact the minister on call, dial 828.252.4781.

The deacon of the week can be reached through the church office or by contacting the minister on call.
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Wear your costume and come and enjoy inflatables, balloon twisting, face painting,
trunk or treat, game booths, cake walk, door prizes, and preschool zone. And don’t 

worry about what you’ll have for dinner, we will have concessions for sale!


