
WORSHIP NOTES

We welcome  guests who are worshipping with us.  Learning experiences for 
preschool children and infants are offered during the worship hour in the children’s 
building.   Large print bulletins/hymnals and enhanced hearing aids are available 
for use in this service.  An usher can assist you with these and any other needs 
you might have.  We are very glad you are here.

The season of Advent is the first season of the Christian year and is a time of 
anticipation and preparation for Christ’s coming.  The Advent wreath symbolizes 
the never-ending life of Christ and contains four candles representing the gifts 
Christ offers:  hope, peace, joy, and love. The color royal blue reminds us of the 
King of Kings for whom we wait.  Today’s gift, joy, is portrayed in the banner 
depicting a bright burst of sunlight.  

Leaders in worship include Lucy Jones- Bible bearer, Stella Jordan and Hattie 
Shetley- acolytes, David Corlita-Morrell- cross bearer, the Adult Choir, the Youth 
Handbell Choir and Sally Little- deacon of the week.

You may view today’s and past sanctuary worship services at www.fbca.net on 
theVideo page accessed through the Worship  tab.  Audio files of sermons are 
available on our website and sermons on CD  can be ordered through the church 
office.
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We Hear the Message of Joy
*Gospel Lesson       Matthew 11:2-11 Daniel Shetley

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Response                  Gloria in Excelsis Deo GLORIA

Anthem                           Masters in This Hall  arr. Wilberg

Masters in this hall, hear ye news today brought from over sea, and ever I you pray.
Going o’er the hills, through the milk-white snow, heard I ewes bleat while the wind did blow:

Nowell! Nowell sing we clear! Holpen are all folk on earth, born is God’s Son so dear.
Nowell! Nowell sing we loud! God today hath poor folk raised and cast a-down the proud.

Shepherds many an one sat among the sheep, no man spake more word than they had been asleep.
Quoth I, “Fellows mine, why this guise sit ye? Making but dull cheer, shepherds though ye be?”

“Shepherds should of right leap and dance and sing, thus to see ye sit, is a right strange thing.”
Quoth these fellows then, “To Bethlem town we go, to see a mighty Lord lie in a manger low.”

Ox and ass him know, kneeling on their knee, wondrous joy had I this little babe to see,
This is Christ the Lord. Masters be ye glad: Christmas is come in, and no folk should be sad!

Sermon                Where Sorrow and Sighing Flee Mack Dennis

We Share Joy
Invitation to Discipleship
*Hymn of Response 89      Comfort, Comfort Ye My People PSALM 42

(Those who wish to join the church may come forward as we sing this hymn.)

Response through Tithes and Offerings                                     
  Offertory                   How Great Our Joy! arr. Dobrinski

 *Hymn 113       Of the Father’s Love Begotten DIVINUM MYSTERIUM   
                                                           (Stanza 4)

 *Prayer of Dedication    Sally Little
 *Passing of the Peace

Opportunities for Continued Service  

Recession  Fanfare on ANTIOCH               Emma Lou Diemer
Benediction

*Those who are able will stand.
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Third Sunday of Advent
Welcome  
Trinity Chimes

We Gather in Joy
*Procession Hymn 102                   Joy to the World ANTIOCH
*Lighting of the Joy Candle Young/Setzer family
*Invocation  Karen Sorrells

We Celebrate Joy
Dedication of Parents and Children (see insert)

We Seek Joy
Psalm Lesson  Psalm 146:5-10

Hymn of Response 280                Speak, O Lord SPEAK, O LORD
                    (Stanza 1)

Old Testament Lesson              Isaiah 35:1-10 David Blackmon
The desert and parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.

Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;

they will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God.
Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way;

Say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come,
    he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you.”

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue will shout for joy.

Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs.

In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.
And a highway will be there; it will be called the way of holiness;

 The unclean will not journey on it; wicked fools will not go about on it. 
No lion will be there, nor any ravenous beast; they will not be found there.

But only the redeemed will walk there, and those the Lord has rescued will return.
They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads.

Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.

*Hymn of Joy 121    Let Our Gladness Banish Sadness HEAVEN’S GIFT


