
WORSHIP NOTES

We welcome guests worshipping with us.  Learning experiences for 
preschool children and infants are offered during the worship hour in the 
children’s building. Large print bulletins with hymns and enhanced hearing 
aids are available for use in this service.  An usher can assist you with 
these and any other needs you might have.  We are very glad you are here.  

To learn more about the life and ministry of First Baptist Church of Asheville, 
guests are invited to connect with one of the ministers at the doors of the 
sanctuary following the service. Guests may also complete the Connect 
Now card in the bulletin and place it in the plate during the offertory. The 
ministry staff will be in touch in writing or by phone this week. We want 
to know you and share more about this congregation with you.   

The season of Lent is the forty day period (not including Sundays) leading 
up to Easter. These days mirror Jesus’ own forty day wilderness sojourn.  
Lent is a time for personal reflection, confession, and renewal.  The color 
purple symbolizes the deep introspection of the season.

Leaders in worship include the Adult Choir and Mary Cunningham- deacon 
of the week.

The cover art is by Mike Moyers. Lenten Labyrinth, 2012.

You may view today’s and past sanctuary worship services at  
www.fbca.net on the Video page accessed through the Worship tab. Audio 
files of sermons are available on our website, and sermons on CD may be 
ordered through the church office.

Ministry Leaders
Mr. Tate Addis Organist
Rev. David Blackmon Coordinating Pastor
Rev. Tommy Bratton  Minister of Christian Formation
Rev. Leah Brown Minister with Senior Adults
Dr. Casey Callahan Minister with Students
Dr. Mack Dennis Pastor
Rev. Clark Sorrells Minister of Music
Rev. Karen Sorrells Associate Minister of Music
Rev. Amy Stertz Minister with Children and Families

First Sunday in Lent 
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Sharing Grace
Assurance of Forgiveness

*Sharing Peace Amy Stertz

*Hymn of Forgiveness 586        Grace Greater Than Our Sin MOODY

Proclaiming Salvation
Epistle Lesson Romans 5:12-19                          Tim Carter 
 This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Sermon                               The Free Gift Mack Dennis
                

Dedicating Life
Invitation to Discipleship
*Hymn 42       If My People’s Hearts Are Humbled     PLEADING SAVIOR

(Those who wish to join the church may come forward as we sing this hymn.)

Response through Tithes and Offerings                                     
  Offertory    Prelude on “O Traurigkeit” (“O Sadness”)     Healey Willan

  *Hymn 186      When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (Stanza 4) HAMBURG

  *Prayer of Dedication  Mary Cunningham

Dedication by the Center for Faith and Life
Opportunities for Continued Response 

Choral Postlude     In Our Wanting, Christ, Your Plenty Clark Sorrells

In our wanting, Christ, your plenty. In our groaning, Christ, your song.
In our tiring, Christ, your fervor. In our wand’ring, Christ, your home.

In our ebbing, Christ, your glory. In our warring, Christ, your calm.
In our failing, Christ, your triumph. In our dying, Christ, your light.

Benediction    

*Those who are able will stand.
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First Sunday in Lent
Chiming of the Hour

Praising God
*Hymn of Praise 605          And Can It Be SAGINA

*Invocation  Karen Sorrells
Amazing God, this day we lift our hearts to you in one voice as we pray,

How can it be, dear Lord, that you love all of us 
with unconditional love? Come in our midst to remind us 

of the free gift of your salvation and help us to live
as people who have been forgiven through Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Confessing Sin
Call to Confession       In Thee, Abundant Grace Craig Courtney

My sins, my sins, my Savior, they take such hold on me,
I am not able to look up, save only Christ to thee;
In thee is all forgiveness, in thee abundant grace,

My shadow and my sunshine the brightness of thy face.

My sins, my sins, my Savior, how sad on thee they fall;
Seen through thy gentle patience, I ten-fold feel them all;

I know they are forgiven, but still, their pain to me
Is all the grief and anguish they laid, my Lord, on thee.

My sins, my sins, my Savior, their guilt I never knew
Till with thee in the desert I near thy passion drew;

Till with thee in the garden I heard thy pleading prayer,
And saw the sweatdrops bloody that told thy sorrow there.

Therefore my songs, my Savior, e’en in this time of woe,
Shall tell of all thy goodness to suff’ring earth below;

Thy goodness and thy favor, whose presence from above
Rejoice those hearts, my Savior, that live in thee alone.

Prayers of Confession Tommy Bratton


