
 
Second Sunday of Epiphany
First Baptist Church of Asheville



First Baptist Church of Asheville
January 17, 2021

Second Sunday of Epiphany
Trinity Chime  

Adoration 
*Hymn of Praise 357  O Praise the Gracious Power                                            MARION
   
*Invocation  Karen Sorrells

God, today we lift our hearts to you in one voice as we pray,
 Giver of inclusive love, we praise your gracious power.

We ask you to free us from our worldly cynicism, our clouded vision,
 and our selfish agendas for the arrival of the Messiah. 

Reveal to us how your Spirit often comes to us unexpectedly, 
moves us to let down our guard, and breaks down our prejudices. 

May such encounter happen in the secret places of our hearts 
and boldly at our church’s own front door,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, Amen.

 Aspiration
Ministry Reflection                                     Sharing the Light David Blackmon

    Christ’s Light in Us  

      Christ’s Light for the World                                   White Christmas

    Children Of Light   

The light shines in those who see the dignity of all human beings,
 in those who seek to bring justice to the poor and freedom to the captive.

Who will share this light with the world? 
We have seen a great light, drawing us to become followers 

of Jesus Christ. We are children of the Light. 
We hear the call to carry Light, to bear the fruit of the Spirit 

to a hungry world. We hear the call to reflect Light,
to allow God to heal the world through us. 

We hear the call to share Light, to be peacemakers
with all people you have created. Here we are, Lord. Send us.

*Hymn of Faith 96                   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light             HOUSTON
              Stanza 1



Proclamation
*Gospel Lesson  John 1:43-51                                                    John Pitrolo
 

This is the word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Anthem                                               I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                      arr. Larson
                                                            Daniel Lowman, tenor

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come now and follow me.”
“Lay down your earthly cares,” he said, “and I will set you free.”

I came to Jesus as I was, I had no gifts to bring.
He took my stubborn will, my pride, and taught my heart to sing!

 I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give
The living water; thirsty one, come now and drink, and live.”

I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream;
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live for him.

 I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
Look unto me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”

I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun;
And in that light of life I’ll walk till trav’ling days are done.

Sermon                                                     Encountering Jesus Part 1:   Mack Dennis
                                                          The Disarming Messiah

Dedication
*Hymn of Response 87       Arise, Your Light Is Come                                        FESTAL SONG

Response through Tithes and Offerings                                     
   Offertory                                                      Festal Flourish    Gordon Jacob
                                                
    *Prayer of Dedication  Laura Bourne

Opportunities for Continued Service 

Benediction 

*Those who are able will stand.



WORSHIP NOTES

We welcome guests worshipping with us. We are very glad you have 
joined us for this experience.  

To learn more about the life and ministry of First Baptist Church of 
Asheville, guests are invited to visit fbca.net. There you will find contact 
information for the church and ministerial staff. Please feel free to be 
in touch with any questions or needs you might have. We want to know 
you and share more about this congregation with you.   

The season of Epiphany is a time to remember Christ’s manifestation 
to the world and the call to service he gave his followers.  The color 
green symbolizes the growth which comes from such service.

Leaders in worship include Laura Bourne- deacon of the week.

Cover art is ‘Jesus Calls Nathaniel’ by Jan Luyken (1649-1712).  
Etching, Bowyer Bible, Volume 38. Bolton Museum, England.  Luyken 
was a Dutch poet, illustrator and engraver.  At the age of 26, he had a 
religious experience that inspired much of his poetry and religious art.

You may view today’s and past sanctuary worship services at  
fbca.net on the Video page accessed through the Worship tab. Audio 
files of sermons are available on our website, and sermons on CD may 
be ordered through the church office.
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