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The Humanity of God

BY MACK DENNIS

In recent years, my family has tried pushing our annual
Christmas tree decorating tradition closer to the season of
Christmas. This is, in part, a pushback on the mania of
beginning Christmas celebrations closer to Halloween than
to the first day of Christmas. But last year, the pandemic
shutdown sent more people to the tree lots than ever, earlier
than ever. By the first week of December, it was slim
pickings at the farmer’s market. Charlie Brown would have
balked at what we brought home. We may have to forage
along the interstate this year.
I believe this tree-buying frenzy reflected a nostalgic longing
for stability at the end of a perilous year. Last Christmas
brought people’s pain to full expression. We had to cancel
or restrict holiday plans. We missed family and friends. We
were (and still are) reckoning with the ways the pandemic
exposed the all-too-shallow parts of our lives. By replacing
the plastic tree with a Fraser fir, at least we could reclaim
something genuine.
Then again, I also wonder if this desire for authenticity also
pointed to a longing in our hearts for true humanity. Still
today, our nation and our church continue to endure a
collective trauma. Multiple years of social distancing and
social upheaval have created a fearsome historic moment.
We have seen in ourselves and our neighbors uncommon
expressions of both humanity and inhumanity.

In one sense, humanity means “human beings,” or “the
human race.” But in another sense, it means “benevolence”
or “compassion.” We praise those who spend themselves “in
the service of humanity,” and delight in artistic expressions
that remind us of “our common humanity.” Then again, we
wince when people lack humanity. We recoil at the
inhumanity of greed, injustice, and racial prejudice.
Christmas traditions help us judge our inhumanity. Advent
invites us to confess the things we’ve done or left undone.
John the Baptist calls us to repent. Mary prophesies that
Christmas will scatter the proud and send the rich away
empty.
Christmas also kindles our humanity. Christians testify to
the revelation of God in human form. “The Word became
flesh and lived among us” (Jn. 1:14). The Incarnation reveals
God’s humanity. The humanity of Jesus reveals the purpose
and destiny of all humanity. At Christmas, we discover God’s
longing to make all of us as fully human as Jesus.
After another hard year, my hope is that the humanity of
God will captivate us this Advent and Christmas season.
As we enjoy the sights, sounds, and smells of the holidays,
may we also delight in praying and singing of the God whose
humanity overcomes our inhumanity.

Missions
and Vanderbilt Apartments
include almost 200 senior adults who welcome our friendship and support
as they cope with aging and the challenges that come with a fixed income.
Our congregation has an ongoing ministry with both of these residential
communities.

Our neighbors at Battery Park

This year, in the century-old tradition that's been called "Christmas Food
Baskets" and "White Christmas", we will be sharing Christmas dinner
with 100 residents. These nourishing dinner kits will include ham, sweet
potatoes, green beans, macaroni and cheese, gravy mix, canned fruit,
bread, some extra vegetables, and side dishes. In addition, we will include
a handwritten note and small poinsettia for each resident. We hope to
share Christmas caroling videos and warm greetings from FBCA members.
To participate, purchase the designated food items assigned to your Bible
study class and bring them to the Hanging of the Green service on
November 28. Alternatively, you can sponsor Christmas dinner for a
resident by donating $20. Contact the church office for more ways to
connect with this festive project.

Advent Music & Worship
sunday mornings

November 28
First Sunday of Advent
John 21:25-36
“The Lesson of the Fig Tree”

December 5
Second Sunday of Advent
Luke 3:1-6
“The Word of God Came to John”

December 19
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Luke 1:46b-55
“The Divine Reversal”
Adult Choir and Brass Quintet

December 12
Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
“Tending Toward Home”

December 26
First Sunday of Christmastide
Luke 2:41-52
"Treasuring the Search for Wisdom"

Advent Pause Concerts

Noonday Concerts, Tuesdays of Advent
These noonday instrumental concerts will be offered in the quiet and reverence of FBCA's sanctuary.
They will be a time for calm and beautiful music during this sacred season.

November 30
Joshua Messick
Hammered Dulcimer

December 7
Tate Addis
Organ

December 14
Tim Owings
Piano

December 21
Hannah Sorrells Tyler
Violin

Hanging of the Green

Sunday, November 28 @ 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Poinsettias, wreaths, garland, candles, and the Chrismon tree will be placed in the Sanctuary in preparation for the Advent
season. The singing of carols and a wonderful holiday reception make this experience a cherished tradition.

Folk Advent Service

December 8 @ 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Our Folk Advent Service has become a beloved tradition of celebrating the simpler days through
folk music, storytelling, and Scripture. This year, we welcome Phil & Gaye Johnson, an acoustic
Americana duo offering a unique blend of traditional and contemporary Folk, Bluegrass, and
Country music.

The Sights and Sounds of Advent

December 15 @ 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Join us to see nativity displays in the Sanctuary windows and hear the cello ensemble. We
will dismiss with candles while singing a carol and invite you to join us outside for hot
chocolate and sticky buns.

Advent Music & Worship
Awakening Light

An Orchestral Evensong for Advent
Featuring FBCA Chamber Orchestra and Tate Addis, Organist
Sunday, December 12th @ 7:00 p.m.
This concert of Christmas classics, orchestral carols, and an
exhilarating work for organ and strings will be a highlight of the
Advent season. Classics will include the beautiful “Evening
Prayer” from Hansel and Gretel, Bach’s “Wachet Auf,” Corelli’s
“Christmas Concerto,” and “Gabriel’s Oboe” from the movie,
The Mission.
Six orchestral settings of carols will be offered including
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel,” “The Bell Carol,” “Wexford
Carol,” and “O Come All Ye Faithful.” The centerpiece will be
Margaret Sandresky’s exciting “Dialogue for Organ and Strings.”
These sounds of hope, peace, joy, and love will celebrate the
dawning of Awakening Light in our hearts and for our world.

“Christmas Cantata”

The Joyful Masterpiece by American Composer, Daniel Pinkham
Music by FBCA Adult Choir and Brass Quintet
Sunday Morning Worship, December 19th @ 11:00 a.m.
The Sunday morning before Christmas will be celebrated with the sounds
of choir and brass presenting Daniel Pinkham’s “Christmas Cantata.”
The congregation will join to sing beloved carols “Joy to the World,”
“Angels for the Realms of Glory,” and “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”
accompanied by brass and handbells. Scripture, prayer, and sermon will
join with music to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ.

Family Christmas Eve Service

December 24 @ 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Families are invited to join us for this family-friendly worship service. This service for children and families
will usher in the wonder of Christmas through interactive storytelling, carols, and candles. No childcare will
be offered as we invite infants, preschoolers, and children to participate in this service.

Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion

December 24 @ 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
John 1:1-14 “The Humanity of God”
The traditions of the Christmas season are celebrated through communion, carols, and candlelight.

online advent devotion

This Advent, our church will share an online
devotion praying the Psalms each day.
You can view this devotion online or sign up to
receive a daily email.
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