
WORSHIP NOTES

We welcome  guests who are worshipping with us.  Learning experiences 
for preschool children and infants are offered during the worship hour in the 
children’s building.  Large print bulletins/hymnals and enhanced hearing 
aids are available for use in this service.  An usher can assist you with 
these and any other needs you might have.  We are very glad you are here.

The season of Advent is the first season of the Christian year and is a time 
of anticipation and preparation of Christ’s coming. The Advent wreath 
symbolizes the never-ending life of Christ and contains four candles 
representing the gifts Christ offers: hope, peace, joy, and love.  Today’s 
gift, peace, is portrayed in the banner showing the calming flow of a river.  
The color royal blue reminds us of the King of Kings for whom we wait.

Leaders in worship include Ozzie Dennis and Paul David Kerhberg- 
acolytes, Kira Kiser- Bible bearer, Martha Kehrberg- cross bearer, the Adult 
Handbell Choir, the Adult Choir, and Leesa Brandon - deacon of the week.

Cover art is Voici l’agneau de Dieu (Here is the Lamb of God), by Bernadette 
Lopez, 2005. ‘Berna’ is a Swiss artist whose vibrant colors draw us into 
important moments in the life of Jesus.

You may view today’s and past sanctuary worship services at www.fbca.
net on theVideo page accessed through the Worship  tab. Audio files of 
sermons are available on our website and sermons on CD  can be ordered 
through the church office.
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Proclaiming Peace
*Gospel Lesson     Luke 3:1-6 Leesa Brandon

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Congregational Response               Gloria In Excelsis Deo GLORIA

Anthem                        The Holly Bears a Berry   arr. Helvey
Now the holly bears a berry as white as the mile, 

And Mary bore Jesus who was wrapped up in silk:
And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Savior for to be, 

And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly.

Now the holly bears a berry as green as the grass, 
And Mary bore Jesus, who died on the cross.

Now the holly bears a berry as black as the coal, 
And Mary bore Jesus, who died for us all.

Now the holly bears a berry as blood is it red, 
Then trust we our Saviour, who rose from the dead.

Sermon                  The Word of God Came to John Mack Dennis

Meditation                    Do You Hear What I Hear? arr. Hopson

Sharing Peace
Invitation to Discipleship

*Hymn of Response 89        Comfort, Comfort Ye My People PSALM 42

As this hymn is sung, we invite all who want to follow Jesus 
and unite with his church to come and speak with the minister at the communion table.

*Sharing Peace

Opportunities for Continued Response 

Postlude               Comfort, Comfort Ye My People Anton Heiller
Benediction

*Those who are able will stand.
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Gathering in Peace
*Procession Hymn 132        It Came Upon the Midnight Clear CAROL

*Lighting of the Peace Candle Jesse, Jenny, Elizabeth and Eleanor Kirby

*Invocation  Clark Sorrells
God of peace, today we lift our hearts to you in one voice as we pray,

We long for your presence and listen for your voice, Lord. Help us 
to hear your message of repentance and forgiveness, and cause us 

to hear it even when it comes from unexpected places. May we 
once again be receptive to your call to “prepare the way of the Lord,” 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

 

Longing for Peace
Old Testament Lesson                 Isaiah 11:1-5 Amy Stertz

Response                 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ES IST EIN ROS’

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind:
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.

To show God’s love aright she bore to us a Savior, when half-spent was the night.

Epistle Lesson                        Philippians 1:3-11 Brett Baddorf
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 

prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 
We are confident of this, that the one who began a good work among us 

will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 
All of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment 

and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
This is our prayer, that our love may overflow with full insight to help us 
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ we may be blameless.

And that you may produce the harvest of righteousness, 
Which comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

*Hymn of Advent  107             O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS


