Epiphany 2022
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A SEASON OF EPIPHANIES
One of the most significant Christian holidays in
the church year is the Epiphany of the Lord
(January 6). Depending on what neighborhood of
the global church we call home, Epiphany—
which means revelation or manifestation—
commemorates either the visit of the Magi to the
infant Jesus, or Jesus’ baptism by John in the
Jordan. This holy time is rich with theological
meaning and has become one of the liturgical
seasons I look forward to the most.
Many parts of the global church have significant
traditions around Epiphany. The countries of
Finland, Austria, Italy, Malta, and Poland
recognize Epiphany as a public holiday. We
might say no country throws itself into
celebrating Epiphany like the North
Macedonians, who observe Epiphany by tossing a
wooden cross (symbolizing Jesus’ baptism) into
very cold waters and cheering as men jump in to
retrieve it. The first one to the cross is
considered blessed for the rest of the year—after
recovering from pneumonia, of course.
Though I have no current plans to send any
Deacons into the French Broad, we may find this
Epiphany season to be one of the most revelatory
in our congregation’s nearly 200-year history. In
fact, we may expect the season of Epiphany to
spill over into the rest of this year. How so?
First, from now through early March, our
congregation will convene in multiple ways—
from Deacons' meetings to roundtable
discussions—to decide the future of our campus.
After nearly five years of complex planning with
the YMCA and other community partners, the
Campus Master Plan Committee has invited The
Furman Company to present a development
proposal to the Deacons. If approved in January,
the plans will go before the congregation for
discernment and approval across February into
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early March. As of this writing, the details are
not complete. But we do know there is
considerable promise for inviting a new,
flourishing community into our neighborhood,
with increased mission potential, parking, and
revenue for our church.
Second, we’re gearing up for a capital campaign in
April-May in response to a $250,000 matching
grant from the Fund for Sacred Places. A
feasibility study last June revealed that we’re
capable of raising more than $3 million for the
preservation of our historic sanctuary, and for
capital improvements throughout the original
church plant and surrounding buildings. The true
purpose of the campaign is to preserve our sacred
spaces in order to share them more effectively
(and safely) with our community.
Third, our Music Minister Search Committee has
commenced with the hope of introducing a new,
full-time Minister of Music later this year. The
committee is composed of the Personnel
Committee, as well as Jamie Gorsuch, Jude
Gotrich, Chelsea Setzer, and Tim Owings. This
outstanding group of dedicated church members
and musicians are committed to upholding our
church’s tradition of excellence in worship and
musical arts. May we honor them with our
patience and remember them in our prayers. And
may we trust God to lead us to a new minister to
befriend us and inspire us to worship with all our
heart, mind, and strength.
As each of these efforts lead to holy
manifestations for our good church, may the
Spirit of God descend on us like a dove and
unleash the power of Epiphany in our hearts in
this enchanting season of revelation.

twelfth night celebration
Twelfth Night Vespers
Wednesday, January 5
6:00 p.m. in the Chapel
On the 12th Night of Christmas…we celebrate! Twelfth Night is a traditional time for mirth and revelry as we
welcome in the season of Epiphany. This service of prayer, singing, and story will encourage us to open our eyes
to the joyous presence of God within and among us. To live as Children of Light is to let the light of Christ
shine through us in love and grace and peace and to recognize the image of God in each person we meet.

"There is no way of telling people that they are all walking around shining like the sun.
It was as if I suddenly saw the secret beauty of their hearts, the depths of their hearts
where neither sin nor desire nor self-knowledge can reach, the core of their reality, the
person that each one is in God's eyes. If only they could all see themselves as they
really are. If only we could see each other that way all the time. There would be no
more war, no more hatred, no more cruelty, no more greed."
~Thomas Merton

(Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander)
care corner
Pastoral care is available to members of our congregation in times of need.
Please contact the Minister On Call or Leah Brown at 828.252.4781.

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministers are trained laypeople who are eager to provide one-to-one confidential care for people in our
congregation who are experiencing difficulties in their lives (i.e. death of a loved one, a chronic or terminal illness,
birth/adoption/miscarriage, separation/divorce, unemployment, or other stressful life events).
Please contact Leah Brown at 828.252.4781 for more information about how this ministry might assist you.

Spiritual Direction
Personal and group spiritual direction is available by appointment for those who are seeking deeper spiritual formation.
Tommy Bratton (Haden Institute) is a certified spiritual director and can connect you with other spiritual directors in our
community.

Volunteer
Hospitality Greeter Team
Venit hospes, venit Christus; “When a guest comes, Christ comes”
Hospitality is a celebrated Christian virtue. The first impression most people have of our church family, and maybe
of the Christian faith itself, is formed by how they are cared for and welcomed by those they meet. Faithful
volunteers are always needed to be a welcoming presence as people enter the church on Sunday mornings.
If you are interested in being a greeter on Sunday morning, please contact Tommy Bratton.

Youth Ministry
Route

Student
Leadership Team
Faith & Justice Pilgrimage
January 14-17, 2022
This year, 17 high schoolers in the FBCA
Youth Group chose to serve on the
Student Leadership Team. Monthly
meetings have been preparing the team for
this Faith & Justice Pilgrimage, with
special attention to how God is calling
them to do justice, love mercy, and walk
humbly in the Spirit of Christ.

Friday:
AVL to Macon
Saturday:
Macon to Koinonia Farm (KF)
KF to Montgomery
Southern Poverty Law Center
Civil Rights Memorial
SUNDAY:
Montgomery
Equal Justice Initiative
Montgomery to Selma
Museum and Memorial
Edmund Pettus Bridge
Selma to Birmingham
MONDAY:
Birmingham
Civil Rights Institute
16th Street Baptist Church
Home to AVL

Koinonia this Winter
Sundays, 5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Beginning January 9, our youth will be gathering once more to deepen friendships and faith through an hour of
discussion, activity, reflection, and community. This season, we will be exploring the themes of Shadow and Light.
We want to give space for students to more fully articulate and understand the shadows of life that can overwhelm
and discourage, and to be reminded once more about the resilience and abiding presence of the Light of Christ.

Children's and family Ministry
FBCA kids Valentine’s Day
Card exchange and party
February 13 @ 4:00 p.m.
Our kids are invited to join in a Valentine’s Day card
exchange with friends from church and stay and play
and join in some Valentine's fun!

Sunday Morning Bible Study
We have Sunday morning Bible Study classes for children of all ages at 10:00 a.m.
We’ll begin the New Year by studying stories about the life and ministry of Jesus.

AgapeKids – Wednesday Evening
AgapeKids is a time for preschoolers and children to participate in missions,
faith development, and worship. As we continue to explore Beautiful Belonging
we will celebrate unique gifts and talents God gives each of us and use them in
small groups as children will choose to participate in a small group labyrinth art
project, learning to play Orff instruments, and telling Bible stories using LEGOs.

Summer Camp 2022
Information on Registration coming soon!

JUNE 13-17

JUNE 27-30

Advocacy Camp

passportkids camp

A week of Hands on Missions
for 2nd-6th graders.

Converse College
3rd-6th graders

Cost: $100

Cost: $275

JULY 18-22
via karis Camp
Kindergarten - 5th Grade
Cost: No fee

discovery afternoon
camp*
Kindergarten - 5th Grade
Cost: $125

year, as an alternative to Vacation Bible School, we’ll introduce Via Karis Camp. Each day, children will
*This
do many of their favorite VBS activities (learning Bible stories, making crafts, enjoying snacks, playing games,
etc.) as we explore a movement of Via Karis: water, word, table, body, and creation. As a pilot program, this
will be available for children who are in Kindergarten - 5th grade.
In the afternoon, campers have the option to stay for a half-day Discovery Camp which will include the same
fun from our full-day Discovery camp.

Sundays at FBCA
10:00 a.m. Bible Study Communities
11:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship
Why Bible Study?
As followers of Christ, we need one another to help us grow in faith.
In the context of life-giving community, we share and learn from each person's unique experiences with and
understandings of God, as we explore Scripture and our lives.
We develop authentic friendships in which people care for one another, rejoicing when one rejoices, and
weeping when another weeps.
Life-giving community is where the church begins to share its mission of hope, expressing the love and grace
of God made known to us in Jesus.
Bible study connects us to worship; worship connects us to Bible study. We need both.

Wednesdays at FBCA
Weekly Schedule (beginning January 5)
6:00 p.m. Children: Agapekids
Youth: Agape
Adults: Christian Formation

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir rehearsal

January Study
A Future That's Bigger Than the Past
Wednesdays, January 12-26, 6:00 p.m.
Led by Mack Dennis
Reflecting on Sam Wells’ book A Future that's Bigger than the Past, Mack will help us envision a future for our
congregation that is energizing and bold. In response to prevailing narratives of decline, we will reimagine how the
church can live its vocation of receiving God's abundance and sharing it far and wide. We will learn to recognize
the surprising, exuberant, and plentiful things that the Holy Spirit is doing in the world and call the church to
celebrate creation, enjoy culture, and share in its flourishing.
February Book Study
Wholehearted Faith by Rachel Held Evans & Jeff Chu
Wednesdays, February 2-30, 6:00 p.m.
Rachel Held Evans is widely recognized for her theologically astute, profoundly honest, and beautifully personal
books, which have guided, instructed, edified, and shaped Christians as they seek to live out a just and loving faith.
At the time of her tragic death in 2019, Rachel was working on a new book about wholeheartedness. With the
help of her close friend and author Jeff Chu, that work-in-progress has been woven together with some of her
other unpublished writings into a rich collection of essays that ask candid questions about the stories we’ve been
told—and the stories we tell—about our faith, our selves, and our world.
Several groups within the church will be reading and reflecting on this book. We will have a Wednesday evening
group to discuss God’s grace and love and explore our questions about beauty, becoming, and belonging.
Note: Jeff Chu will be the Center for Faith & Life speaker on Tuesday evening, March 22.
More information will be upcoming about this event.

Praying for our partners in haiti and cuba
The Lord said: It is not enough, since you are my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the survivors of
Israel. Hence, I will also appoint you as light to the nations so that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth" (Isaiah
49:6).
CBF missionary to Haiti, Jenny Jenkins, and the people of Haiti continue to be on our hearts in these difficult days. They
have endured tropical storms, assassination, political unrest, gang violence, kidnapping, and Covid surges. While we at
FBCA have had a medical team enthusiastically ready to go, and had planned for a January 2022 trip, current conditions
have required us to postpone. Both the CDC and the State Department still have Haiti at a threat level IV. The good news
is that we can continue to help from a distance. We were able to ship a sizable donation of medical supplies to support the
clinics Jenny is still able to operate. Please continue to pray for Jenny, the good people of Grand Goâve, and the nation of
Haiti. God continues to do amazing things in the most difficult circumstances. Here is a recent update from Jenny:

"We have been able to continue our monthly clinic in all 3 sites, refilling blood pressure medications and diabetic medications for our
patients on schedule. Work on the construction of the clinic is once again on hold partly due to a lack of fuel as well as the lack of building
materials available during this time. This year we have been able to partner with 3 schools in the mountains and help supply school books
for approximately 400 students. We are excited about the possibilities this will open up in the future. Eleven of our teachers working to
complete their teaching certificates have started their second year. We are grateful they are able to continue since the school is located in
Grand Goâve and provides an accredited program."
Mission
Daily Life of Our Friends in Cuba
The good news is that the ownership of the Elohim Church building for our
sister church in Las Tunas, Cuba is now secure. They want to begin some
renovations when funds and building materials become available. They have
plans to create a living space for the pastor, a multi-purpose space, adult
Bible study classrooms, plus some areas for the children. Maura, pastor of
Elohim, says, “About the church building, I can tell you, the materials are
scarce and very expensive. But we have a God greater than all the things that
we need for its construction.”
Maura reports that navigating the day-to-day economy is “devastating”. There is a
significant crisis with shortages of food and medicine with high prices for items
that do become available. A common phrase is NO HAY NA-DA. (i.e., There is
nothing). For example, the average salary (in dollar equivalency) in Cuba is
$20/month, and doctors make $30/month. A few of the high prices they are
presently faced with is as follows: pork is $6/pound; a quart of cooking oil is $12;
rice is $2/pound. In this drastic time of shortage, our Cuban friends are deeply
anxious, but they can still teach us how to live in community. They are so creative
in how they work together to provide for their families and for others in their
neighborhood.
Our friends in Las Tunas pray earnestly and faithfully for us. Maura
has sent our congregation these requests for prayer: “Our requests and
needs are many. I hope to move to the church because I now live far
away. Pray that the governments of the United States and Cuba can
understand each other to remove the blockade. But don't let your
guard down in prayers for the Elohim church - we need it! Many
blessings to all.”

blood Drive
first baptist church
Wednesday, January 5, 2022
2:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
The Sherman Center, 5 Oak Street, Asheville, NC 28801
Please visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: fbcasheville to schedule an appointment.

The Center for Faith and Life
Connecting Faith and Life through Education, Exploration, and Conversation
Our mission is to explore theological imagination, nurture vocation, and encourage
engagement by offering gatherings and convening conversations at the intersection of
church and world. The Center for Faith & Life (CFL) offers educational and formational
experiences aimed at connecting the challenges, opportunities, and callings of life with
the resources of wisdom, beauty, and practice found in the Christian faith.
New course information will be coming soon!
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