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beautiful belonging

Jacob Wrestling with the Angel, Wayne Forte

We warmly welcome all members and guests who are joining us for worship
today. In the Christian calendar, we are currently observing the Season
After Pentecost, also known as Ordinary Time. The season of Ordinary
Time refers to the Sundays of the year that fall outside the periods of
Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter. The word “ordinary” refers to the
ordinal numbers assigned to each Sunday as we count the weeks between
the Church’s seasons. Ordinary Time can be understood as the living out of
the Christian faith and the meaning of Christ’s resurrection in our day-to-
day lives. The liturgical color for the season is green, representing the life
and growth of the church and its ministry.

Worship care for preschool children and infants is offered in the children’s
building during the worship hour. Large print hymn sheets and T-coil
access are available at the entrances to the Sanctuary. An usher can assist
you with these and any other needs you may have.  As part of this morning’s
service, we will celebrate Holy Communion. In the spirit of Christian
fellowship, our communion bread is gluten-free.



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of grace, 
we confess that we often wrestle with you instead of trusting you. 
We cling to our own plans, resist the ways you are changing us, 
and struggle to place our lives fully in your hands. 
Even though you know us completely, 
we too often fail to trust your love and follow your way.
Forgive us, reshape us through your mercy, 
and bless us with the courage to let go of our old selves. 
Give us faith to walk with you, renewed by your grace 
and strengthened for the journey ahead. Amen.

Amy Stertz

GREETING Casey Callahan

GATHERING
CHIMING OF THE HOUR Elle Dennis

SECOND LESSON Gates Emmert Genesis 32:22-31
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

*HYMN 33 CWM RHONDDA“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

INVOCATION

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

by Elaine HaggenbergCHORAL ANTHEM “O Love”
(The text may be found on page 631 of the hymnal.)

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”PRELUDE arr. Don Phillips
Justin Addington, Organ & Tracy Bailey, Piano 

*GLORIA PATRI “Glory Be to the Father ” GREATOREX

PROCLAIMING
FIRST LESSON Psalm 17:1-7, 15 Mae Craig

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“Sanctus” by Lindsay NordenCHORAL INTROIT



...And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in 

Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving

as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s 

offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, 

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER Paula Garrett

RESPONDING

SERMON Kendra Plating“Wrestling With God”

OFFERTORY SENTENCES

SHARING THE GIFTS OF GRACE

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day

our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

the glory, forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

*SHARING PEACE The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

MOMENT FOR MEDITATION



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Charlie Glazener

*INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

SLANE“When We Are Tested”*HYMN 677

SENDING FORTH

OFFERTORY “Sarabande” from Suite No. 1 by J.S. Bach
Patrick O'Neil, Cello

BENEDICTION

Pastor of Music and Worship 
Coordinating Pastor 

Summer Youth Intern
Senior Pastor 

Pastoral Resident 
Interim Pastor of Congregational Care 

Pastor of Christian Formation and Children

PASTORAL STAFF
Dr. Justin Addington
Dr. Casey Callahan 
Ms. Mae Craig
Dr. Mack Dennis 
Dr. Paula Garrett
Dr. Kendra Plating
Rev. Amy Stertz

This artwork featured in this morning’s order of worship is Jacob Wrestling with the
Angel, by Wayne Forte. Charcoal on ragpaper, 2013. Wayne Forte is a Filipino-
American artist and educator based in California. He layers images, text, and
objects, linking personal history with Biblical narrative in a stream of consciousness.
Wayneforte.com; Instagram:@thefortestudios.

CCL License #22592236; CCLI Streaming License #22592229

“Three-Fold Amen”CHORAL RESPONSE Traditional Danish

CALL TO COMMUNITY

*Those who are able please stand.

*POSTLUDE by Paul Manz“Improvisation on CWM RHONDDA”
Rebecca McClain, Organ

*DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” OLD 100TH



If you are a guest with us today,
greetings! We joyfully proclaim the
sacred worth of all people and
welcome you with glad hearts. Please
complete the “Connect with Us”
card from your pew, and place it in
the plate during the Offertory. We
would love to connect with you.

WELCOME
A u g u s t  2 ,  2 0 2 6

M I N I S T R Y  S P O T L I G H T
The Via Karis invites us to attend
daily to the beauty of the world.
Beauty abounds through our
Summer Pick-Up Choir, Helene
recovery teams from around the state
and country and the teams that host
and feed them, and those caring for
our children, youth, and adults with
disabilities through various summer
camps and programs.

T O  
G I V E
O N L I N E

FBCA.NET
828.252.4781

5 OAK STREET
ASHEVILLE,  NC 28801

AUGUST SCHEDULE

D E A C O N  O F  
T H E  W E E K

C h a r l i e  G l a z e n e r  

P A S T O R
O N  C A L L

P a u l a  G a r r e t t

T H I S  W E E K

B i b l e  S t u d y
T o d a y  a t  9 : 4 5  a . m .

F r e e  M a r k e t  &  L u n c h  
a t  t h e  C r o s s r o a d s

T h u r s d a y  
a t  1 1 : 0 0  a . m .

S u m m e r  C h o i r
T o d a y  a t  1 0 : 2 0  a . m .

P i c k  U p  P i c k l e b a l l
W e d n e s d a y  a t  7 : 0 0  p . m .

P i c k  U p  B a s k e t b a l l
M o n d a y  a t  7 : 0 0  p . m .

Y a r n  B i r d s
W e d n e s d a y  a t  2 : 0 0  p . m .

Au g u s t  1 6

Au g u s t  1 6

Au g u s t  2 2

Au g u s t  2 3  

Au g u s t  2 6

A  T i m e  o f  P r a ye r

C h u r c h  P i c n i c

R i s i n g  7  G r a d e  R e t r e a tt h

P r o m o t i o n  S u n d a y

We d n e s d a y  N i g h t  A c t i v i t i e s  R e s u m e



T h e  R i s i n g  S e v e n t h  G r a d e  ( R S G )  R e t r e a t  w e l c o m e s  n e w
y o u t h  g r o u p  m e m b e r s  o n  A u g u s t  2 2 – 2 3 ,  b e g i n n i n g
S a t u r d a y  a t  5 : 0 0  p . m .  a n d  c o n c l u d i n g  a f t e r  S u n d a y  w o r s h i p .
J o i n  u s  t o  m e e t  y o u t h  l e a d e r s ,  e x p l o r e  t h e  c h u r c h ,  a n d
d i s c o v e r  w h a t ’ s  a h e a d  i n  y o u t h  m i n i s t r y .  P l e a s e  
r e g i s t e r  b y  A u g u s t  5 .  P a r e n t s  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  
b r e a k f a s t  i n  t h e  C o m m o n s  o n  A u g u s t  2 3  a t  
9 : 4 5  a . m .  f o r  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  y o u t h  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  v o l u n t e e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

Rising 7  Grade Retreat & Youth Promotion Sundayth

Saturday-Sunday, August 22-23 

R E T R E A T

Y o u t h  U n i d i v e r s i t y  C a m p

O u r  S u m m e r  C h o i r  m e e t s  S u n d a y s  i n  J u l y  a n d  A u g u s t  a t
1 0 : 2 0  a . m .  i n  C r o c k e r  A u d i t o r i u m  t o  p r e p a r e  a  s i m p l e
a n t h e m  f o r  t h a t  d a y ' s  w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e .  N o  r o b e s  a r e
r e q u i r e d !  I t ' s  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r y  c h o i r ,  w h e t h e r
y o u ' r e  n e w  o r  r e t u r n i n g ,  a n d  t o  m e e t  a n d  s i n g  w i t h  o u r
n e w  P a s t o r  o f  M u s i c  a n d  W o r s h i p .

S u m m e r  C h o i r
S u n d a y s  i n  A u g u s t  *  1 0 : 2 0  a . m .  *  C r o c k e r  A u d i t o r i u m  

T h e  s u m m e r  c h u r c h  p i c n i c  i s  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  o u r
c h u r c h  f a m i l y  t o  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  f e l l o w s h i p ,  f o o d ,  a n d
f u n !  W e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  h a m b u r g e r s  a n d  h o t d o g s .  
P l e a s e  b r i n g  a  s i d e  d i s h  o r  d e s s e r t  t o  s h a r e .  W a t e r f r o n t
a c t i v i t i e s :  B e a c h  S w i m m i n g ,  C a n o e s ,  P a d d l e b o a r d s ,
G u l l y w a s h e r  ( s l i d e ) ,  Z i p  L i n e ,  a n d  t h e  “ b l o b ” .  W e  h o p e  y o u
c a n  j o i n  u s !

Church Picnic
Sunday, August 16 * 1:00 p.m. * Camp Rockmont
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