i First Baptist SERVICE OF WORSHIP
0 Church Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
/f‘l of Asheville August 2, 2026

Sanctuary, 11:00 a.m.
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Jacob Wirestling with the Angel, Wayne Forte

We warmly welcome all members and guests who are joining us for worship
today. In the Christian calendar, we are currently observing the Season
After Pentecost, also known as Ordinary Time. The season of Ordinary
Time refers to the Sundays of the year that fall outside the periods of
Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter. The word “ordinary” refers to the
ordinal numbers assigned to each Sunday as we count the weeks between
the Church’s seasons. Ordinary Time can be understood as the living out of
the Christian faith and the meaning of Christ’s resurrection in our day-to-
day lives. The liturgical color for the season is green, representing the life

and growth of the church and its ministry.

Worship care for preschool children and infants is offered in the children’s
building during the worship hour. Large print hymn sheets and T-coil
access are available at the entrances to the Sanctuary. An usher can assist
you with these and any other needs you may have. As part of this morning’s
service, we will celebrate Holy Communion. In the spirit of Christian

tellowship, our communion bread is gluten-free.



GATHERING
CHIMING OF THE HOUR Elle Dennis

PRELUDE “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” arr. Don Phillips
Justin Addington, Organ € Tracy Bailey, Piano

GREETING Casey Callahan
INVOCATION

CHORAL INTROIT “Sanctus” by Lindsay Norden
*HYMN 33 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” CWM RHONDDA
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION Amy Stertz

God of grace,

we confess that we often wrestle with you instead of trusting you.
We cling to our own plans, resist the ways you are changing us,
and struggle to place our lives fully in your hands.

Even though you know us completely,

we too often fail to trust your love and follow your way.

Forgive us, reshape us through your mercy,

and bless us with the courage to let go of our old selves.

Give us faith to walk with you, renewed by your grace

and strengthened for the journey ahead. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING
FIRST LESSON Psalm 17:1-7, 15 Mae Craig

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM “O Love” by Elaine Haggenberg
(The text may be found on page 631 of the hymnal.)

SECOND LESSON Genesis 32:22-31 Gates Emmert
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SERMON “Wrestling With God” Kendra Plating

MOMENT FOR MEDITATION

RESPONDING
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER Paula Garrett

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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...And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in
Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s

offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
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Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

SHARING THE GIFTS OF GRACE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

the glory, forever. Amen.

*SHARING PEACE ~ The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY SENTENCES



OFFERTORY “Sarabande” from Suite No. 1 by J.S. Bach
Patrick O'Neil, Cello

*DOXOLOGY  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  OLD 100TH
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Charlie Glazener
*INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
SENDING FORTH
*HYMN 677 “When We Are Tested” SLANE
CALL TO COMMUNITY
BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE “Three-Fold Amen” Traditional Danish
*POSTLUDE “Improvisation on CWM RHONDDA” by Paul Manz

Rebecca McClain, Organ

*Those who are able please stand.

This artwork featured in this morning’s order of worship is Jacob Wrestling with the
Angel, by Wayne Forte. Charcoal on ragpaper, 2013. Wayne Forte is a Filipino-
American artist and educator based in California. He layers images, text, and
objects, linking personal history with Biblical narrative in a stream of consciousness.
Wayneforte.com; Instagram:@thefortestudios.

CCL License #22592236; CCLI Streaming License #22592229

PASTORAL STAFF

Dr. Justin Addington Pastor of Music and Worship
Dr. Casey Callahan Coordinating Pastor
Ms. Mae Craig Summer Youth Intern
Dr. Mack Dennis Senior Pastor
Dr. Paula Garrett Pastoral Resident
Dr. Kendra Plating Interim Pastor of Congregational Care

Rev. Amy Stertz Pastor of Christian Formation and Children



THIS WEEK

Bible Study
Today at 9:45 a.m.

Summer Choir
Today at 10:20 a.m.

Pick Up Basketball
Monday at 7:00 p.m.

Yarn Birds

Wednesday at 2:00 p.m.

Pick Up Pickleball

Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Free Market & Lunch
at the Crossroads
Thursday
at 11:00 a.m.

DEACON OF
THE WEEK

Charlie Glazener

WELCOME

August 2, 2026

If you are a guest with us today,
greetings! We joyfully proclaim the
sacred worth of all people and
welcome you with glad hearts. Please
complete the “Connect with Us”
card from your pew, and place it in
the plate during the Offertory. We

would love to connect with you.

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT

The Via Karis invites us to attend
daily to the beauty of the world.
Beauty abounds through our
Summer Pick-Up Choir, Helene
recovery teams from around the state
and country and the teams that host
and feed them, and those caring for
our children, youth, and adults with
disabilities through various summer

camps and programs.

PASTOR
ON CALL

Paula Garrett

AUGUST SCHEDULE

August 16
August 16
August 22
August 23
August 26

A Time of Prayer
Church Picnic

Rising 7™ Grade Retreat
Promotion Sunday

Wednesday Night Activities Resume

TO FBCA.NET

828.252.4781
; GIVE 5 OAK STREET
ONLINE ASHEVILLE, NC 28801




Youth Unidiversity Camp

Summer Choir
Sundays in August * 10:20 a.m. * Crocker Auditorium

Our Summer Choir meets Sundays in July and August at
10:20 a.m. in Crocker Auditorium to prepare a simple
anthem for that day's worship service. No robes are
required! It's a great opportunity to try choir, whether
you're new or returning, and to meet and sing with our
new Pastor of Music and Worship.

Church Picnic
Sunday, August 16 * 1:00 p.m. * Camp Rockmont

The summer church picnic is a great opportunity for our
church family to come together for fellowship, food, and
fun! We will provide hamburgers and hotdogs.

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. Waterfront
activities: Beach Swimming, Canoes, Paddleboards,
Gullywasher (slide), Zip Line, and the “blob”. We hope you

can join us!

Rising 7 Grade Retreat & Youth Promotion Sunday
Saturday-Sunday, August 22-23

The Rising Seventh Grade (RSG) Retreat welcomes new
youth group members on August 22-23, beginning
Saturday at 5:00 p.m. and concluding after Sunday worship.
Join us to meet youth leaders, explore the church, and
discover what’s ahead in youth ministry. Please

RETREAT

register by August 5. Parents are invited to
breakfast in the Commons on August 23 at

9:45 a.m. for an overview of youth programming

and volunteer opportunities.
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